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Kory my Eaters thanks for th 
fout volumes which you have been ſo kind 
as to ſend nie. The moment they arrived 
I eagerly ſet about reading them, and have 
fead them a ſecond time with the greateſt 
attention. In the firft haſty peruſal which 
B I made 
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1 made of them, T perceived = 5 ' 
graces, gaiety, and multiplicity of Baron 

de Tott's talents; I followed the agreeable 
writer with an eaſy ſtep, who conducted 
me over carpets of flowers. In the ſe- 
cond peruſal, executed with leſs haſte and 
more reflection, I determined to follow the 
author ſtep by ſtep; I diſcovered errors; 
1 perceived that he had not ſufficiently un- 
folded the profound knowledge which a 
long reſidence in Turkey, a cloſe attention 
to the language, and the important affairs 
that he has treated there, have given him 
of the government, laws, manners, cuſ- 
toms, and character of the Turks; and 
that his intention ſeems to have been, on- 
/ to touch lightly on a great ſubject, on 
which one might expect from him more 
extenſive information, I thought too that 
the Turks might be ſeen on a more ad- 
vantageous fide for them, than that by 
which Baron de Tott has fhewn them to 
8 
Vou deſire me, Sir, to give you the ana- 
. of this work; but you have it already 


1 | | in 
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in l Mercure of the 25th of December laſt, 
No. 32 ; and I do not think myſelf equal 
to the making of one- that might appear 
by the fide of Mr. Mallet du Pan's. I do 
not think it poſſible, without the affiſtance 
of local knowledge, to form general ideas 
more juſt and ſound of the Ottoman Em- 
pice. . Thoſe, who ſeek the true ſtate of the 
Turks will and it in this morſe]. - Mr. du 
Pan, without having likely ever been in 
Turkey, has ſeen the Turks from his clo- 
ſet, as well as Monteſquieu ; they are fuck 
as they ſuppoſe them, and I know uo work 
better executed than his ; however, to ful- 
fil in part. what you expect from me, I 
ſhall have the honour to preſent you with 
ſome obſervations on the principal errors 
that have ſtruck me. I will point out to 
you, pulchro in opere nævos, ſome imper- 
fections in a pleaſing work. I cannot be- 
heve it to be throughout, ſuch as it is pub- 
hſhed, by Baron de Tott, becauſe there are 
faults that could not have been committed 
by a man of his education and parts, who 
has ſo long and ſo advantageouſly ſeen the 
N B 2 Turks, 
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Wins * who ſo perfectly ls ; 
their language. I fancy he will experi- 
ence the but too frequent misfortune of 
+ {potions and premature editions. 
In obedience to you, Sir, T ſhall 8 


2 literary examination of | theſe memoirs, 


in order to leave you nothing ta deſire in 
ſuch an entertainitig work: provided that 
you. will conſider me, not as à critic, for 
] have no thoughts of being ſo; but as a 
commentator making marginal notes to a 
book that he loves to read, and which he 
wiſhes to ſee yet more perfect. 
In ſpeaking of Lady Montague's Let- 
hors he ſays: They pleaſed, and that 
% was enough for the author; and too 
a often this is all the reader looks tor*.”” 
The author of theſe membirs might 
well be much more Montague than he 
thinks; bis book, full of agreeable and 
intereſting things for people who do not 
know the Turks, muſt pleaſe them exceſ- 
fively ; and this is without contradiction a 


; # Prel. Dif. p. 16. Tranſl. pr. for Jarvis, 
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vvriting formed to attract their notice,” But = .4 

thoſe who have reſided a long time among 
the Turks, who know the manners, the 
cuſtoms, the laws, the government, the 
genius of the language of that nation, and 
who! have been concerned in the various 
affairs treated of with them, cannot look 
on this book as every where perfect. 
In a note relative to the indiſpenſable 
ſacriſice that Sultan Mahmoud made of 
his three favourites, the Kiſlar Aga, Soli- 
man Aga, and the Armenian Banker Za» 
coub; e read as follows: And as they 

had inſtructed him in the habits of va- 

*© rying his pleaſures, he aſſiſted in perſon 

** at the execution of the young Soliman, 
+ and of Zacouby” * &c. . Rainer! 

Here is an injurious reflection on the me- 
mory of the greateſt Emperor which the 

Turks have had perhaps ſince the great 
Soliman. Sultan Mahmoud, who aſcend- 

ed the throne in 1730, and died regretted 
in 1754, certainly ſhed a great deal of 


7 Pre, Dif, p, 16. Tranfl. pr, for Jarvis. 
blood, 
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chat his fafety rendered neceſſary, without 


it was againſt rebels. He was preſent, it 
is true, at the juſt execution of his two 


favourites, but without doubt with inten- 


tion to render the example more ſtriking, 
and to give a more ample and complete ſa- 


tis faction to his people, whom theſe three 


monſters had fo'cruelly uſed. This Prince 


was mild, affable, a friend to foreigners, 


leſs blinded by the prejudices of Maho- 
metaniſm than any other Ottoman Prince, 
full of talents and knowledge, loving and 


_ cultivating, even with ſome ſucceſs, the 


liberal and mechanic arts. Permit me to 
place in oppoſition to this ſtroke of inhu- 
manity with which he is reproached in 
theſe memoirs, an act ſublime, much more 
capable of characterizing in him the man 
and the ſovereign. As he was croſſing the 
canal one day mcognito, accompanied only 
by the Boſtandji Bachi, he met the Jew 
Zonana, Bazirghian Bachi de POqjak, that 
is, Contractor for furniſhing the corps of 
Janiſſaries with proviſions. The Boſtandji | 
| Bachi, 
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Bachi, the irreconcileable enemy of Zo- | 
nana, took care to point out to the Sove- 


. reign the oſtentatious pomp of this Iſ- 
raclite, ſlretched yoluptuouſly at the poop, 
of his four-oared boat, on a filkte of cot · 


4 


cuſhions of the ſame ſtuff embroidered 
with gold, ſmoking his pipe, which two 
ſervants on their knees before him care+ 
fully renewed with the herb. Thou 
art a fool,” replicd the Sultan to his 
officer ; * doeſt thou not ſee that the ſplen- 


did ſtate of this Jew contributes to my 


„% glory? and that the moſt pompous eu- 
*« logy which hiſtory can beſtow on me, 


* wil be to report, that in my reign, 
« eyen the Jews, the refuſe of nations, - 


enjoyed in the greateſt ſcarcity this opu- 
« lence and this liberty.” I do not think 
that Alexander, Julius Cæſar, or Lewis 
XIVth would have been aſhamed to own 
a ſimilar reply. 

The Author attributes the groſs 1 JOEY 
rance with which he reproaches the Turks 


to the exceſſive * they have to read 
| their 
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their own tongue *, becauſe their writing 
is compoſed only of conſonants, to which 
the marks that ſupply the place of vowels 
are ſcarcely ever added. If the natives who 


know the language, have ſo much diffi- 


culty to read the writing, on account of 
the multiplicity of the characters, and the 
want of vowels, what then muſt be the 


labour of foreigners, who, having no pri- 


mitive notion of the language, wiſn to 


learn to read and write, and make them 


ſelves capable of underſtanding the books 


which treat of abſtracted ſciences? How- 
ever, the Author contradicts himſelf at 
page 47, vol. I. and we are informed ** that 
« with the help of a maſter of the Per- 
„ ftan language, conftantly drunk with 


„% opium and brandy, he was in a little 


time able to explain himſelf tolerably 
« well, and to do without an interpreter.” 
We mult conclude then, that if he made 
ſuch rapid progreſs, if we have ſeen ſo 
many able interpreters to the King, and 


other Powers, ſuch as the late Meſſrs. de 
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Fienne, Armin, Cardonne, Deval; Meſ- 
ſieurs le Grand, Sielve, Fonton, Ruffin, "i 
Venture, Mr. Mouradjea; firſt interpreter 
to the King of Sweden ; Mr; Teſta, inter- 
preter to the Emperor; Mr. Rali, firſt in- 
terpreter to the Republic of Venice, ftill 
living; and ſo many others, who could 
have challenged i in Turkiſh, Perſian, and 
Arabic, both for the purity of the ſtyle 
and the knowledge of the literature, the 
ableſt Mahometan writers: we muſt con- 
clude, I ſay, that the natives, who know 
already the language, and have not con- 
ſequently the ſame primitive obſtacles, can 
with more eaſe learn to read and under- 
ſtand the moſt abſtracted performances. 
„The Turks, to ſupply the poverty of 
e their language by borrowing from the 
* Arabic and Perſian, and by compoſing 
« five different alphabets, the choice of 
« which however is left to the writer, 
6 have ſtill formed new obſtacles to learn- 
66 ing *, &c.“ | 


V Vol. J. p. 45. | | | | 
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The original Turkiſh 3 is tha 
Tartar, the language of the Zagathi, 3 in 
Which there are ſeveral books, and there gf 
are ſome manuſcripts ; in that tongue in 
the King of France's library, and perhaps 

' elſewhere. It 1s become, by the adoption 
of the Arabic and Perſian, one of the fineſt 
languages ſpoken. All the extenſive lan- 

guages have been formed in the ſame man- 
ner. The Arabic, which is an ocean, is 
derived from the Hebrew, a poor and con- 
fined tongue. The Engliſh have formed a 
very fine one by taking from all the others 
the words which they wanted in theirs; 
thus the Turks, in enriching their primi- 
tive idiom by the adoption of the Arabic 
and Perſian, have not given it a parti- 
cular and excluſive degree of difficulty; 
and a foreigner has no, more trouble to 
| | learn Turkith, than he would have to ſtu- 
dy the German, Engliſh, and other co- 
22S pious and extenſive languages. 

| iS: The different characters too are not ab- 

1 ſolutely at the choice of the Writer, but 

are conſecrated by uſage to different com- 

poſitions, 


- 


— — 
_ 


— 
= 
9 — - 
d 0 


unos OF BARON DE Torr un 
poſitions. The Neſ#hi, which was adopted 
by the preſs, is made uſe of 'for works of 
ſcience ; the Tealit, for poetry; the Divan, 
for fer mans or government orders, and the 
epiſtolary ſtyle; the Sulus, for inſcriptions, 
devices, and public legends, &c. The 
perſon who does not Know how to write 
theſe various characters, does as we do, 
he writes as he can; but if he wiſhes to 
publiſh a book, preſent a memorial to the 
Miniſter, a petition to a Grandeey or verſes 
to a Protector, he gets them copied by a 
writer in the character which cuſtom has 
alotted to each ſort of compoſition ; juſt 
like a Frenchman who wants to lay be- 
fore the Miniſter a plan, ſtate, &c. and 
cannot write equally well the print letter, 
the Italic, the running, or the round hand, 
endeavours to have his work executed by 
ſome one capable of placing each of theſe 
characters in the place affigned to it by | 
cuſtom. 

A double meaning, the tranſpoſition 
e of letters, forms the extent of their 
* {tudies and their literature; and every 
* CA „ thing 
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thing that can be inverted by falſe taſte, 
4 to fatigue the mind, conſtitutes their 
% delight, and excites their admiration *.“ 

This paſſage is an overſtrained and un- 
Juſt caricature, which can never be ſup- 
poſed to come from a man ſo well inform- 
ed as Baron de Tott. Can he deny that 
the Turks are a nation exceſſively witty, 
though there be among them, as every 
where elſe, individuals of a depraved taſte, 
who like playing on words, acroſtics, &c ? 
He who, for twenty years, has ſo aſſidu- 
ouſly and profoundly ſtudied the Turks, 
can one ſuppoſe him to have never entered 
a Meareſſe, or a college? Should he not 
have ſeen taught there the Say, or Arabic 
grammar, Rhetoric, poetic meaſures, Lo- 
gic, Metaphyſics, Moral and Natural Phi- 
loſophy, Religion, Juriſprudence, Mathe- 
matics, even Conic ſections and differenti- 
al and integral calculations, excluſively ? 
Can he be ignorant of the Turks having 
the elements of Euchd, all Ariſtotle's 
philoſophy, all Plato's works, to whom 
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they 
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they preſerve the ſurname of divine and 
call Filatoun el Lillabi? That they have 
likewiſe-among them a number of authors 
of Turkiſh, Perſian, and Arabic books, 
on grammar, logic, metaphyſics, morali- 
ty, hiſtory, aſtronomy, aſtrology and ca- 
bala, geography, natural philoſophy, che- 
miſtry, alchymy and phyſic, juriſprudence, 
theology, controverſy, poetry, fables, mo- 
ral tales, romances ? Will he not acknow- 
. ledge that, among their books of amuſe- 
ment, Lokman's fables, Naſraddin' Khod- 
jea's\tales, Leila ve Medjenoun's, Fouſouf*s, 
& Zeuleikbg's romances, their Medjemouas, 
collections of fugitive pieces, and their 
Boftans, gardens, or collections of Anacre- 
ontics and other little pieces of poetry, 
have ſome merit? Underſtanding' too the 
Turkiſh language fo perfectly, will he not 
allow the Turks the advantage of ſurpaſ- | 
ſing all the other nations in the charm of 
proverbs, which are in every country in 
the world the mark of national character? 
And can he deny, that theirs are not full 
of ſenſe, morality, and entertainment ? 
=: > 
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In kus did he never paſs an evening in 4 
Turkiſh circle of good company, and hear 
the Muſabibs, or profeſſed ſpeakers, ſpeak, 
who, to pay their court to the Grandees, 
take upon them the converſation and the 
care of amuſing their ſociety? Knowing 
too ſo well all the delicacies of the lan- 
guage, will he not allow, that there are 
no where to be found men who ſatisfy 
with more grace and elegance? All this 
is not enough, I acknowledge, to juſtify 
the Ottomans for not having made more 
progreſs in the ſciences and arts, for hav- 
ing too much neglected both land and ſea 
tactics, navigation and military diſcipline ; 
for not having corrected the vices that 
reign in ſeveral parts of their adminiſtra- 
tion; (the more I know their talents and 
aptneſs at every kind of ſcience, the more 
I ſee myſelf forced to blame them for not 
having put themſelves on a par with the 
Europeans, and for remaining in reſpect 
to them two centuries behind) notwith- 
ſtanding the means which their friends 


haye often preſented, to inſtruct or per- 
| fect 
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fect themſelves. It would be grievous in- 
_ deed, if the idea which theſe Memoirs en- 

deavour to give of them, and thereby fix- 

ing the judgement of Europe, ſhould pre- 

ſerve them that place which the Author 


aſſigus them in the ſocial world, and which | 
could not be deſervedly occupied, except | 


by the ſavages of the remoteſt countries 
in the new world. 

« The Koran reſtrains the Turks to 

four wives Nikialus, or married ; but 
« matrimony among the Mahometans is 
« only a civil act, a contract executed be- 

fore the Judge, who, in this caſe, offi- 
& ciates only as a common N otary. The 
% dowry, as well as the marriage gift, | 
«© the moſt important object, are ſpeci- 
5 fied in this at®,” &c, 

The Author of the Memoirs, in ſpeak- 
ing of the marriage of the Mahometans, 
has omitted the moſt remarkable circum- 
ſtance, which is, that the wife brings no 
portion to the huſband ; but that the huſ- 


. * Prel. Dif. p. 24. 


band, 
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band, on the contrary, gives a portion to 
the wife. This portion cannot be ſpeci- 
fied, in the Nikiah, or marriage contract; 
it is only ſtipulated there, becauſe it is 
accountable only in caſe of the huſband's 
death, or a repudiation. In this it differs 
from the Kapin, which is demandable at 
the period ſettled by the contract. This 
\ - 4s fo true, that when the wife demands a 
! ſeparation, on account of her want of ſup- 
port, or bad treatment, ſhe goes before 
the Judge, gives up her dowry, and pro- 
nounces the following words, appropriat- 
cd to the demand in ſeparation ; Nikia-hum 
1 khalal, bachum azad; that is, my dowry. 
| | | given up, my head is free. g : 
It ſeems that the Author, in ſpeaking 
1% of marriage, ſhould naturally have faid 
44 ſomething with reſpect to repudiation and 
1 | givorce, which he does not even mention. 
| In order for a repudiation to have its ef- 
fect, and produce an abſolute ſeparation, 
it muſt be pronounced three ſeveral times, 
or three times in one. As ſoon as the 
huſband has ſaid to the wife, Benden utche 
|  talak 
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talak boche ol ; that is, be free from me by 
three repudiations, the divorce is locked up- 
on as complete. The wife demands what 
belongs to her, claims her dowry, and re- 
ſtores the contract. After this, the huſ- 
band cannot take her back again without 
ſubmitting to the mortifying ceremony of 
the Hullf.” Another man, of whom the 
law leaves him the choice, muſt have a 
private interview with the repudiated wite, 
and the huſband near enough to: ſee, or 
hear, that the precept is accomplithed, 
The man charged: with this o daten 
is called Huli. 

By another law, called Namabrem, girls 
i that are marriageable, and married wo- "i 
64 men, are forbidden to uncover their 1 
« faces to any other man than their huſ⸗- 

„ band. This law undoubtedly is not 
„ very favourable to love matches. A 
Turk marries the daughter or the wi- 
4 dow of his neighbour, without we mad 
60 ing n * ” &c. | 


8 This 
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This is the law of Mabrem, and not Na- 
mabrem, which renders the women, both 
married and unmarried, inviſibie to all 
men except the huſband, dr his relations, 
of the proximity required. The word 
barem is an Arabic term, which ſignifies 
forbidden place, and is derived from the 
. root harem, to forbid,” to prohibit. The 
Namabrem, on the contrary, is a word 
compoſed of the word mabrem, forbidden, 
and the negative prepoſition na, derived 
x from the Perſian language, which gives 
this compound word the fignification of 
not forbidden, and deſigns the power given 
by the law, to certain degrees of conſan- 
guinity, to enter the Harem, and fee the 
wife; this permiſſion is very confined, 
and, as well as I remember, extends only 
to the huſband's father, uncles, and bro- 
thers; the huſband however may extend it 
farther if he pleaſes, ſo that the Namah- 
rem are the perſons who enjoy this liber- 
ty. A pleaſant ſtory 1s related, that a 
man married, according to the | cuſtom, 
without having ſeen his intended wife, 


found 
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found her very diſagreeable, and was mor- 
. tified; at having married her. Some days 


after the marriage, the wife begged him 
to inform her who were the people Namah- 
rems at his houſe, that ſhe might not con- 
ceal herſelf from them when they came. 
«« will permit thee, my dear,“ ſaid the 
huſband: to her, to ſhow thyſelf to all 


„% the men in the world, and to except 


% only myfelf.” ' The term namabrem is 


ſometimes made uſe of to ſignify people 
who have a free entrante ſomewhere ; if, 


for example, a man wiſhes, to ay he can 


go when he pleaſes to a great man's houſe, 


he ſays in familiar diſcourſe Fat he is Ne- 


mahrem there. Ar 


40 But, however the tis of the 


6 country may have reſtricted the Turk- 
«© iſh women, it muſt not be imagined 
% that they are without the power of 
& ſending their ſlaves on errands, or of 


« going out themſelves, to buy what they 


*« want. I don't know a ſingle Turk who 
os deprives them of that liberty RY... 


* P rel, Diſc, p. 34+ ' 
8-7 This 


20 © 0 TETTER ON u 


This article of the Avinoire would hevd 
been mote intereſting, if ſomething had 
| been faid of the female go- betweens, the - 
men of intrigue, and the ne or enig- 
matical declarations. 

The flaves are ſeldom thoſe who | mas 
nage the intrigues of the women; they 
can contribute but little more than to con- 

cal them. Affairs of this fort are moſtly 
carried on by the Tellal Kari, or women 

"who retail perfumery, and other things 
for the toilet, and whether Turks, Chriſ- 
tians, or Jeweſſes, have equally permiſſion 
to enter the Harems, and often lend their 
houſes for the aſſig nations. 

The character of a man of intrigue is 
known in Turkey. I have ſeen young 
men, faſhionable galants, beings which 
they call in Turkiſh, Zenpara T chelebis, 
have a liſt of all the pretty women of any 

note, entirely taken up with the means 
to get acquainted with them, drain their 
imagination, their ingenuity, and fortune, 
to procure interviews, and boaſt of them 
even without having been ſucceſsful. 

cid | Reciprocal 
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| Reciprocal declarations are generally 
made by means of mannds, This word, 
which is derived from the Arabic, fignifies 


meaning, allegory ; and is given, in the ſty le 


of gallantry, to all ſorts of things the name 
of which recalls, by its rhyme, A device 
agreed on among lovers. For example, a 


piſtachio nut is ſent, called in Turkiſh 9 


tik; the device which rhymes to it is 


mund 'bir iaftik ; may wwe both have the * 


Jame pillow. Uzum, a grape or raiſin. Se- 


num itchun iandum, my heart is in a blaze 


for you. Tpek, a bit of filk; /eni ſeuerum 
pet; I love you paſſionately. The reper- 
tory of theſe devices is very extenfive, I 
have often ſeen manuſcripts of them of 
ſeveral ſheets, " | KY 


At is here that I with to draw the at- 


& tention to thoſe Georgian and Circaſ- 
* ſian ſlaves, whoſe beauty has been ſo 
* celebrated *, &c, 

The Author ſhould not have left the 
doblie ignorant that the Circaſſians are the 


* Prel. Diſc. P. 29. 
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only ones . have the n my enters 
ing the Suttan's bed. There is an aneo- 


date related in Turkey; but for. thi; au- 
_ thenticity of which, I will, by no means 


vouch, to which. they ebe the ori- 
gin of this prerogative. The ſay, that 


in tlie laſt century, an Ottoman Empe- 


ror having paſſed part of the night with 


a Georgian flave, aſked her, towards the 
| | | * * — ; - 4 . ” 
morning, if it were near day; fhe replied 


with a groſs vulgarity, © tlrat ſhe thought 
6 fo, becauſe ſhe felt herſelf prefled with 
%a want, which ſhe generally had to- 
„ wards day break.” The Emperor, diſ- 


_  guſted with her, ſent her away, and, 


ſome days after, had the curioſity to put 
the ſame queſtion to a Circaſſian, who had 
replaced the diſgraced Georgian. She re- 
plied, ** that ſhe was ſenſible the aurora 
« was approaching, becauſe the morning 
„ zephyrs already made her hair move.“ 
The- Prince, enchanted with the delicacy 


of this anſwer, made a vow, that no Geor- 


gian ſhould ever more have acceſs to him, 
or any of his ſucceſſors, 
Georgia 


r 


MEMOIRS' OF BARON 'DE'"roTT. 57 
Georgia is rather one of the depen- 
&« dencies of Perſia than of Turkey ; but 
« Prince Heraclius has availed himſelf of 
4 the troubles, which have laid waſte the 
„ dominions of his Sovereign, to enjoy & | 

#* ſort of independence.“ 
Georgia is divided into two parts githd 
one which borders on the Black-ſea, and 
comprehends the kingdom .of Immeretta, 
and the two principalities of Mingrelia and 
Guriel, was ſubje& to the Turkiſh Empe- 
rors; the other, which lies towards the 
Caſpian ſea, and includes the two king- 
doms of Carduel and Caket, was under 
the ſovereigaty of Perſia. © Prince Solo- 
mon, Who reigns in the one, and Prince 
Heraclius, Who governs the other, have 
both ſhaken off the yoke; the firſt, that 
of the Turks; the ſecond, that of the 
Perſians. The latter has lately made him- 
ſelf a vaſſal of Ruſſia; the other ſtill pre- 
ſerves his 1ndependency. © This is the 
preſent and paſt ſtate of theſe: two prin- 


* Prol. Tiſe. p. 30. 
4 | cipalitics, 
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ripalities. Baron de Fott cannot be fup- 
poſed to be ignorant of a ching ſo well 
known. 

„ Krim Guei who landed this 
e, expedition, had, from the fame princi- 
% ple of right, laid waſte Moldavia on a 
«© former occaſion, without reſpecting the 
5 Grand Seignior's territory? .. 
Tis here, Sir, that I can ſay to you, 
gquegue ipſe miſerrima vida. For I was a 
witneſs of this expedition, which was oc- 
cafioned by the vexations exerciſed by the 
officers of the Porte in 1758, on account 
of the Zchetirah, or tranſporting of corn. 
The two hordes of Nogais, Boudjeak and 
Jedfan, took up arms, and Krim Guerai 
took advantage of their diſcontent and re- 
bellion to place himſelf, by open force, 
on the throne of Crimea, Alim Guerat, 
the Khan then reigning, at whoſe court 
1 was at that time in quality of Conſul 
from the King of France, marched with 
an army of a hundred and twenty thous 


® Prel, Diſc. p. 30. 
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was appointed to the Conſul Generalſhip 
of Candia, I could not be excuſed from 
making the campaign with him as well 


place me. We followed the Khan as far 


as the plains which are between Prekop 


and Okzakow, where the Prince received 


the news of his being depoſed. His ar- 
my diſperſed in the twinkling of an eye, 
and Mr. Fornetti and I determined to go 
and join Krim Guerai, who had forced 
the Porte to inſtal him in his place. We 
found this new Khan at Kichela with a 
part of his troops loaded with the ſpoils 
of Moldavia which they had juſt rayaged. 
One can have no idea of ſuch a quick and 
rapid pillage} and it is difficult to conceive, 
that, in ſeven days, an army of eighty 
thouſand men could over-run a great pro- 
vince, and carry off forty thouſand flaves, 
all the cattle, all the flocks, all the horſes, 


and an enormous quantity of booty, We 


ſaw the plain of Kichela covered, as far 
as tlie eye could reach, with male and fe- 
41 E . male 


ſand men againſt his rival; and though I 
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male ſlaves of all ages, ' cattle," camels, 
horſes; ſheep, and all forts of effects heap- 


ed up at various diſtances. 
after having ſhown his p6wer to the Otto- 


of giving it'a-ſtriking example of his juſ- 


tice. He ſent back the ſlaves, who were 


Krim Guerat, 


man Government, was deſirous likewiſe 


not more than twenty thouſand, ſeveral of 
them being dead, and others ſent away. 
He cauſed all the flocks, cattle, camels, 
and horſes that he could wreſt from the 
rapacity and voracious appetite of the Tar- 
tars, to be given up; and reſtored to the 
proprietors the effects that were found 
again and owned. 


This Miniſter (Racub A had 


« formerly: been Baſhaw of Graud Cairo, 
„ the place in all the empire the leaſt 


adapted to his character. The undiſci- 


plined ſtate of the Bey-Mamelucs, who 


are kept in order by mere force, left 


him no other reſource but corruption 


to violence. 


for his ſupport, without having recourſe 


He had juſt eſcaped from 


the ſhot of a br fired at him in his 


% own 
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own Divan, when the Grand Seignior 
(Sultan Oſman): called him to the Vi- 
K zierſhip * 

This is a chronological PR Ws 
that: has ſtruckx me. | Sultan Mahmoud 
was ſtill living when Racub Baſhaw was 
recalled from Grand Cairo, after having. 
eſcaped this danger. This Prince ſent him 
again to Aidia, and from thence to Alep- 
po; and Racub occupied ſucceſſively theſe 
two governments for ſeveral years prior to 
his being called to the Vizierſhip by Sul- 
tan Oſman, who ſucceeded his brother 
Mahmoud. I have no doubt of the truth 
of this, and this is my reaſon. When 
my late father, who was at that time Se- 
cretary to the French - Embaſſy at Con- 
ſtantinople, was ſent with the late Mr. 
de Laria, the firſt interpreter, to the Ot. 
toman camp, to form preliminaries, for the 
peace of Belgrade, his tent was pitched 
juſt by Racub's, who, at that time, was 
Mektoubſeht Effendi, or Chief of the Office 


* Vol. I. pi 66. 
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we foreign les, and with whom my 


father had ofteneſt to treat, The obliga« 


tion they were under to ſee one another 


every day on buſineſs, brought on a friend- 


ſhip, which united them as firmly as a 


Turk can be with a Chriſtian; ſo much 
ſo, that when Racub was recalled from 


Grand Cairo and ſent to Aidin, he went 
out of his way, and came and encamped 


in the plain of Hadjilaar for no other pur- 
poſe than to ſee my father, who was at 


that time Conſul - General at Smyrna. He 
invited him in effect to his camp, with all 


his countrymen, and gave a magnificent 


entertainment, at which I was preſent. 


The Baſhaw embraced my fatlier tenderly, 


ſaying, Doſtum coadjeaduk; my friend, we 
are grown old; and immediately taking 
his beard, prematurely grown white : ſee, 
faid he, how the beards of thoſe axe, wha 
return from Grand Cairo. | 
Here, Sir, 1 am ſtopt by a dialogue *, 
where one of the interlocutors is a Turk 


* Vol. I, p. 83. 
Who 
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who is no ſtranger to me. I knew Mou- 
rad Mollah very well; he was by far the 
moſt: agreeable Turkiſh debauchee I ever 


ſaw ; but I do not find him ſo here. This 


js neither his ſtyle nor his manner. I hive 
no doubt but he ſaid to the Author the 
equivalent of every thing inſerted in this | 
dialogue; he was poſſeſſed of ſufficient 

wit to have given birth to the ſame ideas, 


eaſe, and gave them another coleuring. 
It may be ſaid perhaps in reply, that this 
is a Turk made to ſpeak French; I allow 
it; but, to paint the character of a man 
by a ttanflation of his diſcourſe, the lite- 
ral ſenſe ſhould not be too much altered. 
In order to ſhew the Turks, one muſt na 
more commence with drefling them in the 
French manner, than with changing their 
cuſtoms; it is better to preſent them in 
their own manners wont Go they 
may appear, | 
The following Audios, between Baron 
de Tott, and the Boſtandji * commanding 


Vol. I. p. 92. 


the 


but he certainly expreſſed them with more | 
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the Sadie f Aſia, is more in the nn 
ſtyle of the nation, and moreover much 
more conformable. to the intention of * 
Author. $24.26 4 
% The — 5 Sultan is by: a title of | 
6 birth, appropriated to the Ottoman 
« Princes. born on the throne, and thoſe 
« of the G-ngiſkan family. This word; 
« Which is pronounced Soultan, is, with- 
out doubt, alſo the true etymology of 
Souden; and this title in Egypt is ſyno- 
nimous with that of a King; but neither 
in Turkey nor Tartary does it imply 
any idea of ſovereign authority *. | 
I can never be perſuaded. that this 2 
15 was written by Baron de Tott. In 
fact, in order to be able to aſſert ſo affirma- 
tively, that the word Soultan, under no 
acceptation, preſents the idea of ſovereign- 
ty, it would be requiſite, which is appa- 
rently impoſſible. that Baron de Tott 
ſhould never have read the legend of the 
money of the Turkiſh * Which 
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commences preciſely with theſe words: 
Sgultum, el Berein, the Sovereign of the 
earth, ve Hal lan e Babrein, and the Lord 
of the ſeas, &c. The following pallage N 
is much of the ſame nature. 

„The title of Kam, is — at- 
« tached to the Sovereign of the Tar- 
« tars; it is equivalent to that of Chab, 
« which ſignifies King among che Fer- 
ſians *, &. 
There is no ſuch Word as Kam b on 
Je Tott ſhould not have adopted but cor- 
rected the error of all the French writers, 
who, I know not why, write it with an 
m. The orthography of this word is Khan. 
This is no title particularly appropriated 
to the Sovereigu of the Tartars, ſince the 
Turkiſh Emperor takes it Iikewiſe; and 
in order to convince the Author, I refer 
him again to the legend of all the Otto- 
man money, where this Prince is ſtiled, 
Soultan, ibn el Soultan Abdulbumid, Khan 
dame mulkhou : that is, the Sultan, ſon of 


» 
* 


* 


6 
N 
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Sultan Abdulhamid Khan, whoſe reign be 
perpetuated. | The title of Kbas is really 
equivalent, in its ſiguification, to that of 
Chah, which means King; it is however 
very aſtoniſhing, that the moſt abſolute 
Perſian Monarchs, who have never taken 
but the title of Chab, ſhould have con- 
ſtantly permitted the Governors of the 
provinces of their Empire to take that of 
Khan, which is equivalent to it, and has 
at all times been aſſigned to them. We 
— even in our days the Governors of the 
provinces of Guendjé, Khilan, Mazande- 
ran, &. who have no more authority in 
Perſia than the Baſhaws in Turkey, aſ- 
ſume the title of Khan. This, I muſt 
acknowledge, is what I cannot give any 
reaſon for, 
„Sultan Mahmoud dying ie chil· 
« dren, after a reign of twenty years, 
<« left the Empire to his brother Oſman, 
$ the eldeſt of four remaining ſons of 
„% Sultan Achmet, who was dethroned by 
« a revolution. Muſtapha, who ſucceed- 
* ed Oſman, Bajazet, who died in the Se- 
. rag lio, 
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40 raglio, and Abduthamid, the reigning 


Sultan, were about the ſame age“, &c. 


This 1s a genealogy finely arranged. 


Would one think it poſſible, that in a pro- 
duction of a man of Baron de Tott's rank, 
one ſhould find faults of this nature to cor- 
rect? Sultan Mahmoud, who reigned 


twenty-four years, from 1730 to 1754, 


and Sultan Oſman his brother, were not 
the ſons of Sultan Achmet, but of Sultan 
Muſtapha II, his elder brother and prede · 
ceſſor. Sultan Muſtapha III, who fuc- 
ceeded Oſman, was the ſon of Sultan Ach- 
met, and firſt couſin, not brother, to Mah- 
moud and Oſman. The five ſons of Sul- 
tan Achmet were Sultan Mehemed, the 
eldeſt of all, who died empoiſoned by 
Oſman ; Sultan Muſtapha III, who ſue- 
ceeded Oſman ; Sultan Bajazet 3 Sultan 
Ourkhan who died in the ſeraglio; and 
Sultan Abdulhamid, now reigning. _ 

« The Patriarch Kirlo, filled at that 
time the Oecumenical See of Conſtan- 


e tinople, This man, born of the dregs 


Vol. I. p. 102. | 
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eee the ate, among whom his "TRE: 
* ticiſm had ſucceeded in forming a par- 
4 ty, made himſelf feared by the firſt peo- 
ple of his nation, whoſe pride, in other 
ac reſpects, held him in contempt. Aided 
* by ſome members of the Synod, he 
1 imagined and maintained the doctrine 
% of Baptiſm by immerſion. The ana- 
thema which he pronounced on this ſub- 
« je from his See againſt the Pope, the 
“King of France, and all the Catholic 
“ Princes, determined his flock N re⸗ 
« baptized “.“ 

This paſſage is not exact, and the Au- 
thor ought to have been better informed. 
This was a Bull promulgated by the Pope, 
nearly about this period; and in which he 
forbade all the faithful to commune in 1 ſax 
cris with ſchiſmatics; which greatly irri- 
tated the Greek clergy, and excited this 
fermentation, 'The Patriarch Cirile, in 
greek Kiril, and not Xirlo, a turbulent 
man, and ſuch as he is deſcribed in the 
Memoirs, cauſed to be printed at Venice 


1 Vol. I, P+ 118, 
+. a ſmall: 
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a ſmall treatiſe againſt the baptiſm of the 
Latins. This work, coming cloſe after the 
Pope's bull, which had already cauſed 
much ill humour, and the anathema pro- 
nounced againſt the Chief of the Roman 
Church, and all the Catholic Princes, 
heated men's minds, increaſed the animo- 
ſity, and drew on the Greeks of the Latin 
Communion a violent perſecution, in which 
the Patriarch Paiffos, whom the Memoirs 
don't mention, acted the principal part. 
The Synod decided, that a Roman Catho- 
jic could not be admitted to the Greek 
communion 'till he had received baptiſm. 
by immerſion. But the Greek Patriarch's 
flock did not get themſelves rebaptized, 
becauſe there never had been any other 
baptiſm, than that of immerſion, practiſed 
in the Greek Church. The Greeks at- 
tached to the Latin Rite bore the perſecu - 
tion, retained the baptiſm of the Roman 
Church, and no more got themſelves re- 
baptized than the others, 

«© It was not therefore without#occa- 
ſioning very loud murmurs that Sultan 
F 2 Oſman 


36 * A LETTER ON 1 - 


% Oſman omitted appearing one Friday in 


„ public; in ſo much, that to appeaſe 
«© them, he determined to go the Friday 
following in ceremony to St. Sophia's 
the neareſt moſque to the Seraglio. 
This Prince, on his return, already tot- 
_ & tering on his horſe, and ſupported by 
& the footmen who ſurrounded him, fell 
<« ſenſeleſs between the two gates that ſe- 
« parate the courts of the Seraglio ; they 
„ threw a ſhawl over his head, and he 
died a few minutes after he was s Carried 
„ to his apartments *.“ 
The Author here makes Sultan e | 
die the death of Sultan Mahmoud, his 
brother and predeceſſor. Every body knows 
that Sultan Mahmoud fell dead between 
the, two-gates of the Seraglio, as he was 
returning from the moſque, aud that Sul- 
tan Oſman died in his bed. | 
„ But a ſpeculation, always dangerous 
4 for the Sovereign, propoſed to his High- 
„ neſs by one of his favourites, produced 
6 ſush a diminution in the coin, that the 


* Vol. I. p. 146. 
a “ falſes 


(| 
AJ 


be MEMOIRS OF BARON DR Torr. 37 5 
4 falſe-coiners in Turkey work at this 
« day in fayour of the people; no mat- 
«*« ter what alloy they employ, the Grand 


e Seignior's coin is invariably below the 
* ſtandard they gave their money *.” 
This operation was already known in 


Turkey, and had been practiſed a long 


time before by Sultan Mahmoud, who ſaw - | 


himſelf forced to it by a different mo- 
tive. The anecdote is rather particular, 
and deſerves to be related. A French mer- 
chant, called Delabat, a native of Lyons, 


ſettled at Conſtantinople, a man of great | 


induſtry, activity, and even genius for his 
profeſſion, perceived that the Ottoman fil- 
ver money was of a ſtandard which would 
bring more profit in Europe than any as- 
ticle of exportation in the Levant, Fully 
convinced by the analyſis and calculation 
of the infallibility of this ſpeculation, he 
converted the product of all the merchan- 
diſe he had ſold, into piaſters and izelots, 
melted them Yown, and made them into 


ve Vol. I. P. 165. 


wedges, 


— 
— 


oO ” aw 2 
-. 
ae — 
— — . 


* _ 
— * 
1 — — — * 


= 
— — 2 ; 
—I 
* = 2 — — 4 « A 
. 3-5. += — 
_ - — 2 — 


-- % 
— «a>. 4 


. 


A LETTER ON THE 


wedges, which he ſent to France 87 his 
returns, aud which brought him the pro- 
fit he had expected. His firſt ſucceſs en- 


eouraged him to continue the commerce, 


by which he would have made an im- 


menſe fortune, had he but kept his ſe- 
cret. But he could not reſiſt the vanity 


of diſcovering his invention; a ray of light 


which he let eſcape him, was laid hold of 


dy his countrymen, who immediately did 


the fame; the example was ſoon followed, 
not only at Conſtantinople, but in all the 
other ports, by all the French and foreign 
merchants; and this carrying off of the 
filver coin, ſo earneſtly. praiſed by all 
the Europeans who traded to Turkey, oc- 
eaſtoned ſuch a ſcarcity of caſh, that the 
Porte paid attention to it, and diſcovered 


the cauſe. On this, the Ottoman Miniſ- 
ter determined to alter the money, and 


had it reduced to ſo low a ſtandard, that 


no one was any longer tempted either to 


melt it down or export it. 


All the derviſes uſed to get drunk with | 
« oftum, before they learned to prefer 
„tlie 
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the exceſs of wine. There are in Tur- 
=y key two kinds of this ſpecies of- mouks, 
. very different from each other, but 
* equally remarkable, The difference be- 
ei tween. them proceeds from the ſort of 
“regulation which their founder has i im- 
$+* poſed reſpeQively upon ! them. That of 
* the Mewhah Derviſe is to turn round 
ke a totum to the ſound of a tolerably 
«* ſoft muſic. The cuſtom of the other 
„ Monks, called Ta#atepen, is more dole- 
« ful, and more ſavage. It conſiſts in 
« gravely marching one after another 
„ round their chapel, and pronouncing the 
% name of God with a loud voice, which 
they ſtrain at every tap of a drum beaten 
„on the occaſion; but very ſoon the 
«© ſtrokes of the grum-ſtick gradually fol- 
% Jowing cloſer, become ſo loud, that 
„ theſe wretches are obliged to make 
„great exettions of their lungs, and the 
„ moſt devout never finiſh the proceſſion 
* without ſpitting blood “.“ | 
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There are likewiſe in Turkey other 
„Monks, or Santons, who go about the 
country; it is dangerous to meet them 
in a wood; under the clbak of religion 
„ they get admittance to the houſes of 
« devotees, and are every where the worſt 
company one can find “.“ 

According to this account there ſhould 
de three ſorts of Monks in Turkey, inſtead 
of two, as announced in the firſt para- 
graph. But there are but two in reality; 
and the Author of the Memoirs has not 
well underſtood the diviſion. All the 
Turkiſh Monks are divided into two or- 
ders, the Mevlevis, and the Bektachis. 
The Mevlevis are cloiſtered, and united in 
Tekes, or Monaſteries, from whence they 
have however the liberty to go out at the 
hours of recreation, The Turners and 
Howlers are of the Order of the Mevlevis, 
though with different laws ; as our Capu- 
chins, Recollects, and Cordehers, are all 
of the Franciſtan Order, and differ how- 


* Vol, I. p. 180. 
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ever from each other in law and cuſtom, 
The Bektachis have no monaſteries nor 
fixed habitations; they run about the 
country, and are perfectly well deſcribed 
in the Memoirs. They often attach them- 
ſelves to the Grandees : I have ſeen ſeve- 
ral Baſhaws have them in their retinue- 
when travelling, and a place fixed for them 
in their houſes. The famous Sopa Salan 
Ahmed Baſhaw, with whom I was at 
Candia, had for a long time carried one 
of theſe Derviſes with him, who was ve- 
ry clever, ſubtile, and inſinuating, and full 
of wit and knowledge, to whom he had 
given a very extenſive confidence, and a 
very great influence in his affairs; I was 
ſeveral times under the neceſſity of em- 
ploying him with his maſter, and he never 
gave me reaſon to repent it. Several of 
theſe Bektachis Derviſes often follow the 
army in a campaign, and no Orta,' or re- 
giment of Janiflaries, makes the leaſt 
movement to change garriſon, go to the 
war, or ſome ceremony, unleſs ſome of 
theſe Derviſes begin the march. They 
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| have generally. on like . their feet, 


legs, and a part of the buſt naked; they 
throw the ſkin of a tiger, lion, or ſome 
other fer rocious beaſt, over their ſhoulders 
as a ſgarf; in their hands they carry a 
halberd, pike, or war hatchet, and march 
ſinging verſes in praiſe of the Orta, and 
prayers for the glory of their religion and 
the proſperity of their Empire. Theſe 


two Orders of Monks are again ſubdivided 


into other governments, of which 1 don't 
now remember the names, and the parti- 
culars of them would be long and tells 

ous. | 
« The practice regularly purſuzed by the 
& Turkiſh Emperors of building and en- 
„ dowing a moſque, has fo multiplied 
&« theſe Temples, that building ground 
% wag become very ſcarce at Conſtantino- 
e ple, Sultan Mahmoud had reſolved to 
“ bujld one at Scutari; he died; and 
„ Sultan Oſman had it finiſhed, Muſta- 
* pha however found means to purchaſe 


4 in his capital a Fiege of ground large 


8 nongh 


, - 
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« enough for the Moſque which he in 
„ tended building“, &. 7. 

In this paffage I perceived ſeberl etrots | 
accumulated. The building of a moſyye 
is not a cuſtom indifferetitly followed by 
all the Tatkiſh Emperots, ſince all of 
them have not equally a right to do it; 
and cannot acquire it but by a conqueſt 
In order for a Sultan to be able to build a 
temple within the walls of Cotiftattinics 
ple, he myſt have gained ſome vidtory 
over the enemies of the Empire, or added 
ſomething to the Ottoman poſſeffions, au 
merited the furriame of Gazi, or Cotique- 
ror. Sultan Mahmoud, to - whom this 
right very legitimately devolved by the 
gaining of the battle of Grotſcaw over the 
Germans, and, the conqueſt of Belgrade, 
had never a thought of building a mofque 
at Scutari ; but he built a very fine one in 
the capital, below that of the Valid, not 
far from the Khan of the Drapers. When 
he had determined on it, he ſent fo fraly, 


© Vol. I. p. 185. 
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plans of the fineſt edifices of this kind in N 
Europe; and after theſe models, this 


Prince, full of talents and taſte, formed 


himſelf the plan of his building, and com- 
municated it to the Vlemas. Theſe prieſts 
thought that this temple, ſuch as the Em- 
peror had conceived the deſign of it, was 


more like a Church than a Moſque, and 
adviſed their maſter to give it a more Ma- - 
hometan form, in order to prevent the 


people from being ſtartled, or made merry 
at it. Sultan Mahmoud, conſtrained to 


adhere to the infinuations of the Chiefs of 


the Law, formed a mixture of the Euro- 
pean and Turkiſh taſte: a monſter was 
produced from it, but a monſter that unit- 
ed majeſty and agreeableneſs. He orna- 
manted the court of this Moſque with a 
magnificent colonade, which the Church 
of Saint Peter at Rome gave him the idea 
of, and which he executed in little. He em- + 
ployed there the rich columns that form- 
ed the periſtyle of the palace of the Kings 
of Pergamo, Time had reſpeted them; 
he 
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he had them taken down and carried to 
Conſtantinople. Death ſurpriſed Sultan 
Mahmoud before this edifice was finiſhed ; 
Sultan Oſman, his brother and ſucceflor, 
conſulted the Prieſts to know if he might 
finiſh it and give it his name. The Mufti 
delivered him a fetſa, or ſentence, by which 
he declared, that this edifice, not being 
completed, and not having yet been con- 
ſecrated by the worſhip of their religion, 
could not be conſidered but as a void build- 
ing, an immovable, the property of which 
was inconteſtably tranſmitted to Sultan 
Oſman, by right of inheritance, as a part 
of the ſucceſſion of his late brother Sultan 
Mahmoud; and that in conſequence this 
Prince might, without the leaſt ſcruple, 
take poſſeſſion of this imperfect edifice, 
haye it finiſhed, conſecrate it with the 
prayers of the faithful, and give it his 
name. It is by virtue of this ſentence, 
that this Temple, though built by Sultan 
Mahmoud, was called Nour Oſman : the 
light or ſplendor of Oſman; a name by 

which 


4 A LETTER ON TRE Nr 
which” it is. cuſtomary. to deſigh the 
Moſques built by the Emperors. 

- Sultan Muſtapha III, being come to the 
throne in the midſt of peace, eager to 
conſtru& a pious work, and not having 
yet a right to add a new Moſque to the 
public edifices of his capital, built one at 
Scutari, near the ſea ſhore, Several years 
after, when the Khan of the Tartars, 
Krim Guerai, in his firſt campaign of the 
laſt war with Ruffia, had laid wafte New 
Seryia, and deſtroyed the eſtabliſhments 
which that power had formed there, the 
Chiefs of the Law were earneſt to give 
Sultan Muſtapha the ſurname of Gazi, or 
Conqueror, and the Mufti delivered him 
the fetfa of it. This ſentence was the ti- 
tle by virtue of which that Prince cauſed 
to be built at Conſtantinople, in the La/elu 
 Maballe, or Tulip quarter, the Moſque of 
his name, which is called Naur Muftapha ; 
but that the people call more commonly 
Lalelu Diami, Tulip Moſque, from the 
name of the quarter of the city where it 
is placed. 
« tt 
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5M It is uſual, on founding moſques, 'to 
add the endowment of public ſchools, 
6. where the children of the diſtrict 80 5 
% learn their prayers 5.“ 2 
Theſe pretended ſchools are e regular Col 
leges, called Megreſſes. Baron de Tott 
ſhould certainly not have been ignorant 
that there are different clafles in them of 
all the ſciences ; which I have already enu- 
merated : that there are ſcholars of all 
ages there, from children already a little 
inſtructed, to Sohtas, or ſtudents, many 
of whom are already men ; he ſhould have 
known, that the firſt ſchools of the chil- 
dren are the Me#tebs, which are eſtabliſh- 
ments quite diſtin, where they are taught 
to read, to write, and the Birghilu riſall, a 
| ſort of catechiſm, or an abridged treatiſe 
of the precepts of their religion and pray- 
ers; and that it is on leaving theſe ſchools 
that thoſe children who are deſirous of 
following a courſe of ſtudies, 'and of be- 
coming Sohtas, enter the = A” Nei ei- 
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ther ſhould Baron de Tott have paſſed over 
in ſilence the ſtate of the Sohtas, and the 
ordinary ſteps of advancement of the men 
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of the Law, which are intereſting objects, 
formed to raiſe the curioſity of the pub- 
lic, whom he wiſhes to inſtruct. 

The Sobtas are a ſort of Seminariſts 
who follow in the Medreſſes the ſtudy of 


the Arabic grammar and language, Rhe- 


toric, Philoſophy, Theology, Divine wor- 
ſhip, and Juriſprudence. Some attain 


the premier employments, others remain 


in the fubaltern places of Imans or Curates, 
Mutevellis or Governors of the revenue of 
the Moſques, Naibs or firſt clerks of the 
Mollahs or Judges, Mehkeme Kiatibis or 
Regiſters of the Tribunals ; others apply 
themſelves to writing, and obtain places in 
counting houſes ; others again, leſs favour- 


ed by fortune, are never able to raiſe them- 


ſelves, nor even to acquire tolerable em- 
ploys, and confine themſelves to gaining 
a Iivelihood, by following the calling of 
Khodjas, teaching to read, write, and the 
ſciences, or copying books, when they are 

| | ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently good penmen to be able to 


make a hand of it. Strictly ſpeaking, the 
men of the Law cannot attain to high 


places till after having been Sohtas, and 


ſtudied in the Madreſas; after having been 


a profeſſor there, and occupied the place 
of Muderris, or Principal of the College, 


with a Berat, or Imperial diploma; after ' 


having paſſed from thence by the place of 
Naib, or Judge's firſt clerk, Kadi, ot 


Judge; Mollab, or ſuperior Judge; to di- 


vers ſalaries, as far as five hundred aſpers, 
which is the largeſt. honorary allowance; 
after having poſſeſſed the grand Kadlhks, 
or grand Judicatures fallen to the Mollahs 
of five hundred aſpers, and which lead to 


the higheſt degrees of elevation, as thoſe 


of Damaſcus, Jeruſalem, Adrianople, and 
others; then that of Kiabe Mollahf, or 
Judge of Mecca, afterwards that of Ham- 
b Efendiſi, or Lieutenant of the Police 


of Conſtantinople, laſtly that of Kadiaſker, 


or great Judge of the army, of Europe, 
or of Aſia. Theſe are the different de- 
grees that a man ought to have ſucceſ- 

H lively 
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ſively dale through, in 8 to "ER, 
legally the, Pontificate, which i is the place 
of Grand Mufti, or Cheikh el am. Theſe 
degrees are called Rutbi; and often, to 
malte the elogy of a man of the Law. who 
has reached the moſt eminent degrees by 
his merit and ſervices, they ſay, Sobtadan 
ghelme, ve ruthefini doldourmiche adem; ; that 
is, a man come from Sohta, and who has 
paſſed through all his degrees. The de- 
ſcendants of illuſtrious families, among 
the men of the Law, as that of Durri 
ade, Piri add, Damad adi, and ſeveral 
others, to whom the Pontificate and high 
places are a ſort of heritage and patrimo- 
ny, are ſometimes excuſed, by favour of 
the Sovereign, from paſſing through all 
theſe ruthes, or degrees of Judicature ; ; the 
Prince ſupplies the defect by giving them 
the title by breyets. or honorary patents: 
but the form muſt always be fulfilled, and 
the candidate for dignities provided with 
all the diplomas of the degrees to which 
he has been ſucceſſively raiſed. Theſe 
partialities and diſtinctions often occaſion 
great 
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great murmurs among the 'Plemas ; be- 
cauſe it makes men of merit languiſh in 
the ſubordinate places, who might have 
expected a mote rapid advance. They re- 
late, that a man of the Law, whom ſe- 
veral of theſe acts had kept for a long 
time in the inferior degrees, at length at- 


tained the Pontificate when he was up- 
wards of eighty years of age. Some time 


after his inſtallation, he ordered his Trea- 
ſurer to come and open the treaſure-cham- 
ber to him, where being entered, lie un- 
buttoned his breeches, and left a ſir- reve- 
rence on a heap of ſacks filled with ſequins. 
What are you about there, my lord? ſaid 
the Treaſurer to him; the old Mufti re- 
plied:· Doftum,  ſekſenden- ſonra gbelmic he 
devletun uftunt fitcbharum. My friend, 
I am treating Fortune as ſhe deſerve, who 
is come to me after fourſcore years.” 
It is eaſy to judge, by the preceding ob- 
ſervation, that the Medreſſes, or Colleges, 
the endowment of which is generally join- 
ed to that of the Moſques, are very dif- 

ferent from the ſchools where little chil- 
| H 2 dren 
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dren are ſolely taught their prayers, a8 
the Author of the Memoirs relates; ſince 
it is in them the men of the Law ſhould 
be educated, and which are the Semina- 
ries from whence, according to the Law, 
all the Subjects ſhould be taken who aim 

at judiciary employments, and thoſe like · 

wiſe who aſpire at the Pontificate, and 

bother eminent dignities. 
Many rich perſons build fountains 
* alſo, and namas ghiabs, to point out to 
© devout Muſſulmen the direction of Mec+ 
% ca. This fort of luxury diſplays itſelf 
with profuſion, particularly in the 
« country *,“ &c. 

This is piety, and not ſuperſtition, that 
has multiplied the namas ghiahs, and a 
ſpirit of charity and humanity which has 
. cauſed ſo many fountains to be conſtruct - 
ed. The founders of the latter have juſtly 
conſidered as a meritorious work the 
quenching of the thirſt, of paſſengers in 
the ſtreets, and travellers on their j rs 


N 


and 


2 vol. I. p- 180. 
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and furniſhing them with the means to 
perform the ablution, which, be the ne- 
ceſſity ever ſo great, muſt precede prayer. 
Many have extended their benevolence ſo 
far as to aſſign funds to furniſh ſnow dur- 
ing the whole ſummer, in order that the 
paſſengers who come to refreſh themſelves 
at their fountains, may drink cooler, and 
quench. their thirſt eaſier. 

The Author in *—½.7h of the death 0 


of Racub Baſhaw, Grand Vizier, and the 


torments which his treaſurer and Banker 
were put to in order to make them diſco- 
ver the concealed riches of their Maſter, 
and wreſt from them the confeffion of a 
feoffment of truſt, that did not exiſt; 
ſays 5 that the Boſtangi Bachi was charg- 
„ ed with this horrible perſecution _ 

The Boſtangi Bachi is always charged 
with the office of putting theſe unhappy 
people to the rack from whom the confeſ- 
ſion of ſomething is wiſhed to be forced, 
which they may have intereſt to conceal ; 
this is one of the functions of that officer's 


* vol. I. p. 224. 


charge: 
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charge; ; and the place b theſe! cruel 
executions are performed is called Beflandgi 
Bach Fourouni,” or the Boſtangi Bachi's 
Oven; and the following is the origin of 
this denomination. In entering the Se- 
raglio by the door next al Kioſk, and ad- 
joining the Has Bagtche, or garden of re- 
ſerve, are the Boſtangis' Barracks, juſt by 
which there is an oven, where Bakers 
bake . bread and biſcuit for the men of 
that troop; by the ſide of this oven is 
ſituated the priſon, ' where thoſe unfortu- 
nate perſons are kept who are to be put to 
the tack ; after the prayer of the Yatſor, 
which is made at two o'clock in the 
morning, when the Boſtangis are gone in 
again and retired to their barracks, the 
condemned priſoners are taken from their 
priſon, and conducted to a diſtant place, 
where the interceſſion of the Boſtangis, 
who are ſometimes moved with pity, can 
have no acceſs ; this is where the Boſtangi 
Bachi puts theſe unhappy victims to va- 
rious ſorts of Tortures. When a man is 
in the hands of this terrible officer, people 
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ſay vulgarly, that ſuch a one is in the 
Boſtangi Bachi's oven. 

5 « Such is the juſtice « n by the 
ot Deſpot, legally no doubt, ſince there 1 is 
no law to countera& theſe barbarities, 
n and the habit of ſubmitting to them 
« ſtifles even complaint *. 
There is no Monarch on earth perhaps 
more acceſſible to complaints than the 
Turkiſh Emperor; all his ſubjects indiſ- 
tinctly, Mahometans, Chriſtians, and Jews, 
may every Friday, when he goes in ceremo- 
ny tothe Moſque, preſent a petition to him. 
The form made uſe of for this purpoſe is 
ſingular, andwell deſerves to berelated. The 
aggrieved, who have ſome heavy complaint 
to addreſs directly to the Sovereign, range 
themſelves in a file on his paſſage, in the 
place which is before the great gate of the 
Seraglio; they have each on their head a 
bit of mat lighted and ſmoking, which is 
the emblem and allegory of the fire that 
devours their ſoul; when the Emperor 
perceives this fire, ** ſtops, orders ſome 


* Vol. I. p. 225. 


One 


K Ar en 
one of his attendants to collect the petiti · 
ons, and having received them, places 
them in his boſom. Sultan Muſtapha III, 
who was very laborious, never failed read- 
ing all theſe petitions, and has often, after 
the peruſal, performed ftriking acts of juſ- 
tice, capable of honouring his memory. 

One ſees ſometimes in the Tribunals peo- 

ple that have cauſes depending, firm and 

daring, who experiencing or ſuſpecting 

_ . ſome. prevarication in the Judge, boldly 

threaten him in theſe terms, Haſfir yaba- 

rum, I will light the mat. 

Here let us examine the kind of juſ- 

* tice adminiſtered by the Turkiſh tribu ;- 

* nals, from a written code, reſpected by 

opinion, and commented on by magiſ- 

trates appointed for that purpoſe. And 

«© you, who, juſtly offended at the incon - 

veniences and multiplicity of our judi- 

„ ciary forms, have ventured to. aflert, 
certainly without reflection, that Turk - 
iſh juſtice is preferable to ours, examine 

* attentively the picture I am about to 
on _r you'; and, if you are able, endea- 

vour 
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«& vour: to point out ſome, remedy for that 


ſuperfluity which is ſo ; injurious to us; 
«© correct our intemperance, but never 
% make a boaſt to us of poverty *,” . __ 
The Memoirs don't ſay a word of this 
written code, reſpected by opinion; it is 


but juſt named in them, and the Author, 


inſtead of giving the picture of the Law, 
offers only that of the abuſes. If he had 
taken the pain to read the Multeka, which 


is this written code, this code that unites 


all their divine zyorſhip,,..and. all their 


Juriſprudence both civil and criminal; if 
he had gotten a fight of the Durer and 


Halebi, its two principal commientaries; ; 


if he had peruſed the collections of Fetfas, 


or Seatences of the moſt celebrated. Mujtis, 
and eſpecially that of Ali Hiffendi, the moſt 
renowned of all, he would have found a 
number of wiſe, well-digeſted laws, and 
deciſions as equitable as ipgenious; he 


would have given a ſummary of them to 


the Public, in order to ee a hk. to 


# Vol. I. p. 229. 
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inveigh and thunder againft the Tyratts 
and prevaricating Judges who infringe 
them. God forbid that I ſhould wiſh to 


merit the apoftrophe which the Author 
addreſſes to thoſe who have haſtily pre- 


| ferred the Turkiſh to the European Juſ- 


tice; God forbid that I ſhould be fo raſh 


as to attack, or even ſuſpect the integrity 
of the Chriſtian Magiſtrates ; but if any 


one ſhould be defirous of weighing in the 
balance of equity the inconveniences of 


| theſe two courts of Juſtice ; if, without 


mentioning the corruption, favour, cabal, 
intrigue, weight of the ſolicitations, pre- 
ponderance of the men in credit; without 
mentioning the vices, which, in all na- 
tions, degrade and diſhonour humanity ; 
if he were to confine himſelf ſimply to 
putting in the other ſcale of this balance, 
as a counterpoiſe to the vices of the Ma- 
hometan courts of Juſtice, the length of 
the lawſuits which, in the European tri- 
bunals, often ſee ſeveral generations ſlide 


| r, the hydra of the forms, the laby · 
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tiath of the divers, common laws in, the. 
Chriſtian Empires, the privileges of the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of towns and 
corporations, and the immenſe expences 
attending Juſtice, which amount ſomes, 
times to ten times the worth of the cauſe ;z - 
I acknowledge very ſincerely that I cannat 
decide which of the two ſcales of the ba- 
lance would outweigh the other. 
The Grand Seignior is at once the 
5 ſucceſſor to the Califate and the Chief 
« of the military Government ; bis deſ- 
« potiſm is founded on the C. and 
the interpretation of this book belongs 
« entirely to the body of Yiemas; every 
* thing muſt bend before that Law, all 
„ muſt be obedient to the Sovereign. 
«© Theſe two powers have the ſame ſource; 
« and one already perceives the claſhing | 
* and conteſts that muſt ariſe between 
two powers poſſeſſed of equal right, 
« but whoſe intereſts are different: one 
<< ſees alſo, that the power of mutually 
5 injuring each other muſt frequently 
Ia + 55 unite 
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„ 0K berres OW au r 
« unite, 4nd compel them to e | 
6 « attentions and compliance 5.“ Nin, 


Thie Author has not conſidered, that, 
by the terms of this pafſage, he has de- 


ſtroyed the appearance of that abſolute and 
- inſufferable deſpotiſm againſt which he 
inveighs with ſo much vehemence. No 


ſooner is there an intermediate body be- 
tween the Deſpot and the People, whoſe 
right is equal though its intereſts be dif- 
ferent ; no ſooner is this body the depo- 
ſitary, organ, and interpreter of the Law, 
to which the Sovereign is to ſubmit, as 
the laſt of his ſubjects; in fine, no ſooner 
ate this body and the Deſpot conſtrained 
by the Law to fear and humour one ano- 
ther, than there can no longer be an abſo- 
Jute maſter, who, in no caſe, may be con- 
tradicted, and which alone can conſtitute 
real deſpotiſm. And if it be true, as ſaid 
in the fame page of the Memoirs, that 
the Sovereign can, by one ſole word, 
exile, and even ruin the Mufti, and all 
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bit * Vol. I. P. 226, 


thoſe 
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thoſe of his corps who diſpleaſe him &, it is 
equally true that the men of the Law ean, 
in an inſtant," by ſeditious qi ſeourſes, and 

yaftas, or bills ſtuck up, as is praiſed, 
at the Moſques and other public places, 
entirely raiſe up the people, dethrone, and 
even cauſe the Sovereign to be ſtrangled 
or maffacred. Exiled Muftis have often 
cauſed the greateſt alarms; and it was 
from the place of his exile, in his coun- 
try houſe on the Boſphorus, that the fa- 
mous Mufti Eſſad Effendi excited /againft 


Sultan Mahmoud the fermentation that 


caufed the execution of the Kiſlar Aga, 
Seuleiman Aga, and the Armenian; and 
which would have drawn along with it 
the loſs of that Emperor, if he had not 
readily decided to enn den three fa- 
favourites. 

Let us now inquire into "BY wy of 

<« power,” whether on the part of the 
To Grand Sas e N the Fange We 
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„ Let us now conſult their books of 
4% law, and ſee how they contrive to inter- 
„ pret them in their tribunals*,” 
On the faith of theſe two declarations, the 
reader expects at once a ſummary of the Ca- 
noun Seuleimani, or the ſtatutes of the great 
Soliman, which regulate and determine 
every thing that relates to Civil, Fœdal, or 
Military law, and the admiaiſtration of 
the finances. He flatters himſelf with be- 
ing able to fix his ideas with reſpect to the 
power of the Deſpot, the bounds pre- 
ſcribed him by the law, the portion of 
this power intruſted to the Viziers, Agas, 
and other ſubaltern officers, who com- 
mand in the provinces, and of whom the 
law circumſcribes the authority within 
limits more or leſs confined. The reader, 
I ſay, ſtill expects after theſe two declara- 
tions, a ſuccin& account of the Civil and 
. Criminal Juriſprudence, which may give 
him an idea of the Law, in its purity, and 
enable him to diſtinguiſh it from the vio- 


Vol. I. p. 230. 


lations 
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lations committed by the officers charged 
with its execution, and the abufes that _ 
diſgrace it. Inſtead of this, the author 
confines himſelf to affirming, in two pages, 
that the Viziers, or Baſhaws, ſent by the 
Deſpot for Governors and Farmers of ths 
provinces, the proper Farmers diſtributed 
by them in the divers diſtricts of their Go- 
vernments, and the Under-farmers eſta- 

bliſhed by the latter in each Canton, are 
all as many raſcals, who hold of one 
another the faculty of oppreſſing, and ar- 
bitrarily and completely firipping the peo- 
ple, and that the product of the vexations 
and abuſes which flow from this tyranni- 
cal fountain, re- flows from thence into the 
Deſpot's reſervoir, which abſorbs the pro- 
perty and ſubſtance of all his ſubjects. He 
confines himſelf to inveighing againſt teſti» 
monial proof, which determines the Judge- 
ments in all the Turkiſh Tribunals; againſt 
the prodigious number of falſe witneſſes, 
who are at the diſpoſal and pay 'of thoſe 
who have cauſes depending; and againſt 
four or five other points of law, without 


con- 
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ing that teſtimony is the bai on 
| which criminal courts of Juſtice proceed, 
and has great weight in the Civil practice 
of all nations; that falſe witneſſes are un 
fortunately rather plenty every where, and 
that nothing but the penetration and ſa- 
gacity of the Judge can diſcover the truth | 

or-falfity of the aſſertion. 
In the courſe of this very ſhort diſcuſ- 
Gon of ſuch a great ſubject, the Author 
quotes ſeveral acts capable of diſhonouring 
the Ottoman Juſlice, In order tp give an 
idea of the Juſtice exerciſed in the Sove- 
reign courts of France, would it be juſt ta 

chooſe, for example, the trials of the Sor- 
cerers, the Sentences of Father Girard and 
la Cadiere; Urban Grandier, and the Nuns 
of Loudun; the condemnation and unjuſt 
puniſhment of Marſhal de Marillac, Calas, 
and fo. many others; and ſhould not a 
writer who treats of ſimiliar ſubjects diſtin- 
guiſh what belongs to the law, from what 
can only be attributed to ignorance, error, 
prevarication, or tyranny? The Turks, no 
doubt, have had, as well as other nations, 


thoſe 
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thoſe moments of relaxation and liſtleflneſs, 
| When the laws loſs their force; the governs 
ment its authority, and the people theit 
ſtrength; when nothing ean any longer 
curb the tyranny of the Monarch, the avi- 
dity of the place: men; and the rapacity of 
thoſe under them; when every good inſti- 
tution is neglected, when accumulated vi- 
ciſſitudes accompany diſorders and anars 
chy ; when in ſhort a nation no longer re- 
ſembles itſelf, and ſinks from a leyel with 
all thoſe which ſurround it; but what 
equitable ' author, in order to judge the 
French Monarchy, would have recourſe 
to the reigns of Charles VI. Charles VII. 
and Lewis XI.; the maſſacre of Saint Bar- 
tholomew, and the troubles of the League, 
or the Fronde. Surely Baron de Tott did 
not intend to degrade in the eyes of othet 
people a nation, which has conſtantly co- 
vered itſelf with glory during ſeveral cen- 
turies, that has made the greateſt con- 
queſts, produced a number of great Mo- 
narchs, and great men; a nation that in 
the laſt century carried its victorious arms 
under the ramparts of Vienna, and again 
K in 


8 —— 


in our time in 1739. eb over the 


united efforts of the Germans and Ryſhans, 
and, after à brilliant victory, concluded 
the glorious peace of Belgrade: and if 
it ſhould be wiſhed at this time to preſens 
this nation to Europe as an auarchic ſwarm 
of barbarians, living together without order, 
without juſtice, without laws, Without 
manners, without character, unacquainted 
with the firſt elements of every thing, and 
enervated by the burdenſome, mortifying, 
unſufferable weight of the moſt abſolute 
deſpotiſm; it ſhould: feem, that, to pro- 
nounce a ſimilar judgement againft them, 
the reproaches ought to be more profoundly 
diſcuſſed, and better reaſons alledged for 
the ſentence; It would require an im- 
menſe work, to give a true, juſt, and pre- 
ciſe idea of the character, government, 

laws, manners, and cuſtoms of the Turks. 
J will not undertake it, becauſe I have in- 
directly learned that it is already done, and 
well done, by the man in the world che | 
moſt capable of executing it. | 
From the accounts of Europeans one 
may be lad to believe, that the duties 
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« ate caficr in Turkey than elſewhere.— 
„ The Franks, it is true, pay but three 
« per cent. I will not bring to account 
the extortions they ſuffer beſides of every 
© kind; they are foreigners: their ſitua- 
tion has no connexion with the inquiry 
into the manners and government of the 
<< natives. Theſe laſt pay ſeven per cent. 
duty, and ten on many articles of con- 
« ſumption; by an affected clemency alſo,” 
* of which they make a great boaſt, this 
duty is allowed to be paid in kind. But 
«. what is the conſequence? That on a 6 
% hundred turbots which - a ſiſherman _— 
« brings to market, they take the ten 
« fineſt; which alone are worth all the 
0 little fry they leave him“.“ 2 
The duties in Turkey are without dil. | 
abs more moderate than in any other | 
commercial country ; and the Author of 
the Memoirs is certainly the firſt that has | 
queſtioned it. The Franks pay this duty 
at the rate of three per cent. from which 
muſt like wiſe be deducted the advantage of 
che affize, which the Author paſſes over 
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in filence: the commodities are valued at 

a rate very inferior to that of their current 

value, and which reduces perhaps this 

duty to two per cent. It ſhould be ob- 
ſeryed moreover, that this duty being once 

paid, the Frank merchant, being provided 


with the Teftere, or Cuſtom-houſe Officer's 


receipt, may convey his commodities to 


every part-of the Empire, without paying 
any new duty. There are never any ex- 
tortions in point of duties, by means of 


the aſſize; and ſerious diſcuſſions with the 
Cuſtom-houſe Officers cannot be more 


* 


rare. Can the French ever forget the in- 


genuouſneſs and kindneſs of Iſak Aga, 


chief officer of the Cuſtoms at Conſtanti- 
nople, who, in a time when the plague 


was making dreadful ravages in the capi- 


tal, and when even his offices were in- 
fected with it, had ſufficient reſpe& for 


the requeſt of the Count of Alleurs, the 


French Ambaſſador, and ſufficient: confi» 
dence in the probity of the French, to 


permit their commodities to be carried di- 


realy to their warehouſes, without under» 
going any examination, or even paſſing 
through 
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through the Cuſtom-houſe, and to content 
himſelf with collecting the duty at the 


rate of their own declarations? Is it not 


grievous to be obliged to ſet in oppoſition 
to this honeſt dealing, the baſeneſs of ſome 
Frenchmen, who, notwithſtanding the ſe- 
vere menaces which the Ambaſſador had 
made every merchant that ſhould be capa- 
ble of cheating a man ſo confident, durſt 
preſent falſe declarations to this honeſt 
man, who had the ſagacity to diſcover the 
cheat, and the generoſity not to complain 


of it? This ſame Cuſtom-houſe Officer 


dealt, for a long time, in the ſame man- 
ner with ſeveral French merchants, who, 
under the reign of Sultan Mahmoud, car- 
ried on the immenſe commerce of jewel- 
ry, and experienced as patiently from ſome 


of them the ſame acts of ingratitude and 
knavery. | . 

'The natives pay a dot) of five per cent. 
and not ſeven and ten per cent. as the Au- 
thor of the Memoirs pretends. - It is not 


to the Cuſtom-houſe Officer that the Law 


has left the power of exacting the duty in 
kind, but the merchant, to whom it grants 


* 


the 


* choice of .p paying in 2 mander, if 
it ſuit his intereſt better. This is no af 
fected elemeney, which this officer arbi · 
tratily makes uſe of towards the Mer- 
chant, or that he can. boaſt of, but an ad- 
vantage of the Law, which the latter cafi 
reclaim, if, by an exaggerated valuation 
of his goods, he think himſelf aggrieved 
min paying the duty in money. As to the 
| reſt, I know not how the Author has been 
able to get at the example of the fiſh, 
with the duty of which the Cuſtom-houſe 
Officer has abſolutely nothing to do, it 
being collected by the Balutthci Bachi, or 
Chief fiſhmonger, who buys the Malikrane, 
or Leaſe of the Fiſhery. Baron de Tott 
15 too well acquainted with what paſſes in 
Turkey, not to know all theſe particulars; 
and too juſt not to have related them. He 
ſhould certainly have faid likewiſe ſome · 
thing of the lenity of the puniſhment 
which the law inflicts on ſmugglers, 
When any ſmuggled goods are ſeized and 
carried to the Cuſtom-honſe, the owner 
goes and reclaims them, and, on paying 
6 duty, they ate delivered to him. 
I think 


” . 
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F think the Author would not have been 


tempted to place by the fide of the Turkiſh 


indulgence, the rigour the European Laws 
exerciſe againſt offences of this kind, which 
are often puniſhed with death, and almoſt 


always at leaſt by impriſonment. | / 


aan, or Lent of the Turks, expreſſes him- 
ſelf in theſe terms: It is remarked, in 


% fact, that this Moon, dedicated to ab- 


„ ſtinence, uſually laſts no longer than 
« twenty-eight days; and that the per- 
*« ſons appointed to pbſerve- this planet, 
* and to make a formal declaration of it 
to the Porte, are always rather late in 
« obſerving the firſt gleam of light which 


& marks its renewal; but in return they 


are much leſs ſcrupulous in aſſerting 
the appearance of the following Moon, 
„ which commences the Bairam . 
There is a legal reaſon, that is not men- 
tioned in the Memoirs, for the Ramazan's 
never laſting quite from one moon to the 
other, which might be thirty-one days. 
Whateyer be the epoch when the wit- 


Vol. I. p. 264. 


nefles 


The Author, in ſpeaking of the Rama- 
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neſſes of the firſt appearance of the Moon 


of the Ramazan, and of that which ter- 


minates it, come to make their formal de- 
dclaration, the Law decides that this time 


of abſtinence may be-only twenty eight 


days, but never exceed thirty, becauſe, if 
it exceeded that time, it would approach 


too near the continuance of the Chriſtian 


Lent. | 


I will not ſay to the Author what M 


fays at the end of his firſt volume : Here 


is matter enough, no doubt, to reform many 
miſtaken ideas. It is to his 9 1 
ſubmit theſe obſervations. 

1 find, Sir, but few things to "WY 
in the ſecond volume, which treats ſolely 


of the Tartars, and appears to me the beſt 


and moſt. intereſting of all. You know | 
I refided five years in Tartary, with a miſ- 
fion of the ſame nature as Baron de Tott's, 
as my correſpondence proves; Ven know 
I made, like him, a winter campaign with 
the Tartarian army ; that I enjoyed, like 
him, the favour of Krim Guerai Khan, 
whom I had the honour of waiting on, at 
* ow” lt: Moldavian expedition, 

| who 


1 — n 71 
«hs 3 that ti tine conflantly continued 


hi is favour to me during | His exile. at 
Rhodes and Scio when 1 was Conſul· Ge- 
neral at Smyrna; and again gave me proofs 
of it after his ſecond acceſſion to the 


throne. of Crimea; you know too, that 


in returning by land from Tartary to Con- 
| ſtantinople, I traverſed, like him, Molda- 
via and Walachia; I am ſenfible of the 
truth of what this ſecond volume of the 
Memoirs contains relative to- theſe two 
provinces, of which I have given the 


abridged hiſtory in a work intitled Obſer= 
vations Hiſtoriques & Geographiques fur les 


peuples barbares, qui ont habit® les bords du 
Danube & du Pont Euxin, printed at Paris 
in 1765. I have found equally exact and 
well examined every thing that js ſaid of 
the government, manners, and cuſtoms of 
the Tartars; I think indeed this volume 
entirely by Baron de Tott, excepting a 
few faults, of a nature not to be attributed 
to him; I ſhould be as much leſs inclined 
to contradict the contents of it, as they 
are perfectly confortnable with. all I have 


laid on this head thirty years before, 
L and 


f 
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and which 1 am highly pleaſed to find 
corroborated by a man fo celebrated. In 
175 5, 1 ſent to the French Court a Me- 
moir on the Civil, Political, and Military 


- ſtate of Little Tartary, in which I treated 
_ theſe objects with all the order, method, 


and exactneſs I was able; I had the ho- 
nour to ſend a copy of it at the ſame'time 


to the Count of Vergennes, then Ambaſ- 


ſador at Conſtantinople. In 1759, on my 
arrival in that capital, I had likewiſe the 
honour to remit him a relation of the re- 
volution which had placed Krim Guerai 
Khan on the throne of Crimea, and of 
which I had juſt been a witneſs. This 
Miniſter was defirous of ſending my work 
to the Duke of Choiſeul, who was pleaſed 


to receive it. The late Mr. Bignon, and 


Abbot Des Aulnais, having ſome years 
ſince. read theſe two manuſcripts, were ſo 
kind as to appear to lay much more value 


on them than myſelf, and did me the ho- 


nour, the laſt time J was at Paris, to aſk 
me for them, with ſome others, to depoſit 
in the King's Library, where they till 
e | 
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uy Secretary and the people who | 
4 were with me, thought I was conduct- 
* ing them to Conſtantinople. J unde- 
* ceived thera i in paſſing the Nieſter . 

And in a note, © this river is alſo called 
i the Nieper“ 

This note could neyer have 3 placed 
here but by the Editor, who undoubtedly 
is no Geographer. The river ſpoken of 
in this paſſage, is that which the Turks 
call Tourla. Jn ancient times it was called 
Tyras, and fince again Danaftris,' + which 
is the etymology of the name of Dniefter, 
by which the Poles and Ruſſians nomi- 
nate it at preſent, The Dmeper, which is 
very diſtinct from the latter, 1s the Bo- 
77 Mhbenes of the ancients, that, i in more mo- 
dern times, has been called Danapris, from 
which the Poles and Ruſſians have detiv- 
ed that of Dnieper, which they give it at 
preſent, . 

In ſpeaking of ho Saltpits of Orkapi, 
or Precop, the Author ſays , a8 follows: 2 
„The ſeller and the buyer ſcem alſo to 
% have combined their Ignorance in form- 
* Vol. J. p. 280. | 
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and ern I am highly pleaſed to find 
corroborated by a man fo celebrated. In 
17 5 3 1 ſent to the French Court a Me- 
moir on the Civil, Political, and Military 
- ſtate of Little Tartiry in which I treated 

theſe objects with all the order, method, 
and exactneſs I was able; I had the ho- 
nour to ſend a copy of it at the ſame time 
to the Count of Vergennes, then Ambaſ- 
ſador at Conſtantinople. In 1759, on my 
arrival in that capital, I had Iikewiſe the 
honour to remit him a relation of the re- 
volution which had placed Krim Guerai 
Khan on the throne of Crimea, and of 
which I had juſt been a witneſs. This 
Miniſter was deſirous of ſending my work 
to the Duke of Choi ſeul, who was pleaſed 
to receive it. The late Mr. Bignon, and 
Abbot Des Aulnais, having ſome years 
ſince, read theſe two manuſcripts, were ſo 
kind as to appear to lay much more value 
on them than myſelf, and did me the ho- 
nour, the laſt time I was at Paris, to aſk 
me for them, with ſome others, to depoſit 
in the King's Library, where they till 


Are. 
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40 „ My Secretary 2nd the people who 


$6 were with me, thought I was conduct- 
„ ing them to Conſtantinople. J unde- 
* ceived them i in paſſing the Nieſter “.“ 


And in a note, e this river is alſo called ; 


& the Nieper.” 

This note could neyer have been placed 
here but by the Editor, who undoubredly 
is no Geographer. The river ſpoken of 
in this paſſage, is that which the Turks 
call Tourla. In ancient times it was called 
Tyras, and ſince again Danaftris, ' which 
is the etymology of the name of Driefter, 
by which the Poles and Ruſſians nomi- 
nate it at preſent. The Dmeper, which is 
very diſtinct from the latter, is the Bo- 
r iſthenes of the ancients, that, in more mo- 
dern times, has been called Danapris, from 
which the Poles and Ruſſians have detiv- 
ed that of N which they give it at 
preſent, 


In ſpeaking of the Saltpits of O aß, 


or Precop, the Author ſays a8 follows: * 


The ſeller and the buyer ſeem alſo to 

% have combined their i ignorance in form- 
* Vol. I. p. 280. | 
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« himſelf to gather the falt in the lakes, 
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” ing the conditions that reciprocally bind 
t them. The buyer is permitted to come 


* and to Ioad his carriages, which are to 
i be drawn by a certain number of horſes, 
«© and at a ſtipulated price ; ; but with a 
4e proviſo, that if the carriage break down 
* under the weight, before it arrive at a 
certain place, a penalty and confiſcation, 
« follow *. 

This privilege was ſolely granted to the 


Ruſſians, who came to buy the ſalt of the 


ſaltpits of Precop, and not indiſtinctly to, 
all the buyers, Neither the number of 
horſes nor the ſize of the waggon was at 
all fixed. The Ruſſian might have his 
waggon what fize he pleaſed, and put to 
it as many horſes or oxen as were neceſ- 


ſary to draw it. If the waggon broke 
down before it had paſſed the bridge on 


the Precop road, and left the Iſthmus, 
there was no confiſcation, and the fine was. 
reduced to the payment of double the 


| Price agreed ON. The whole of this article 


1s inaccurate, More circumſtantial and 
© Val. I. p. 358. 


preciſe 
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| preciſe particulars of the commerce of 
| pr in Crimea will be found in A work 
which I ſhall publiſh forthwitz. 
The Author being arrived at Baſchaſara, 
the capital of Crimea, and the reſidence of 
the Khan, complains of the bad fare. in 
theſe terms: Reduced to bad. bread, 
& rice, and mutton, and ſome lean poul · 
6 try, we were threatened, in fact, with 
«66 very bad fare, I could not Conceive 
6 that the fir.eſt ſoil in the world and the 
4 neighbourhood of the ſea, would let 
© me want butter, vegetables, or fiſh, 
4+ But I ſoon learnt that celery was cul- 
 tiyated in the Khan's garden, as a rare 
« plant; that the Tartars did not know 
$6 how to make butter, and that the inha» 
de hitants of the ſea goaſt were no better 
* mariners than thoſe on the plains; 
++ therefore I was obliged to ſubmit 7. 

During four years that I reſided at 
Baſchaſara, I ate very good bread, which 
I had conſtantly from a Tartarian baker's. 
This bread was in the form of cakes "yr 
an ell long, very thin, very lebt. and 


2 Vol. I. p. 35. 


» very 
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very well taſted. 1 drank excellent white * | 
wihe of the growth | of the country, 
which the Coſſacks of the Ukraine, and 
the Ruſſians come every year to buy 2 
great quantity of, and that may be com- 
pared to our Chabli wine. 1 found there 
in great abundance, and exceſſiyely cheap, 
tutkeys, fowls, Mierend, geeſe, and all 
ſorts of poultry, which I had fattened i in 
my own yard, and were delicious. I can- 
not "think what was become of, at the 
time of the Memoirs, the hares, partridges, 
wild- dicks, buſtards, wood-pigeons, gol- 
deni-plovers, lapwings, ſnipes, quails, 
thruſhes, which we had ia ſuch plenty, 
that we often preferred butcher's meat, and 
even falt proviſions, to game ; what was 
become of the freſh morone and oyſters 
that Caffa furniſhed frequently and abun- 
dantly at Baſchaſara; the fiſh of Balik- 
lava, the trout of Katchi river, and the 
fine crawfiſh of Boulganak lake ; the me- 
Ions and water melons, finer and better 
than thoſe of Provence; the excellent and 
enormous cucumbers, as large as our long 
1 ; and cardoans and aſparagus, the 
* llargeſt 


; 1 
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largeſt and ſweeteſt in the world, of which 


1 ſent ſeveral boxes to the Count. of Ver- 


gennes, at Conſtantinople, to tranſplant 
into the garden of the French palace; and 
which the Author himſelf, cannot help 
praiſing at page 1423 the walnuts and 
filberts, which he extols for their larges 
neſs ; the auhergines, peas, and beans, ok 
which he mentions the culture at page 


141? A man who fares bad with all theſe 


means, ſhould accuſe only his temperance, 
or his indifference. The reproaching of 
the Tartars with not knowing how to 
make, butter, is as much more unjuſt, as 

butter is one of the principal articles of 
their commerce. The Crimea produces 
annually three or four thouſand Turkiſh 
quintals, which make upwards of five 
thouſand quintals of our weight. There 
is nearly the ſame quantity comes. from 
the Nogais of Djamboilouk, and as much 
from thoſe of the Kuban. The firſt qua- 
lity, called Tehitchek iagbi, or flower of 
butter, is even preferred for the Grand 
Seignior's kitehen; and one muſt be as 
unfortunate to want butter in Crimea, as 
| * 
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to wart wine in Burgundy, and 6it is 
Provetite, : 

„ was particularly intimate with Kai 
Mirza, of the family of the Chirins, re- 
„ puted the firſt nobility of the Tartars. 
He Was married to a Princeſs of the 
blood, who filted the place of d'Oloutant 

(Governeſt of the Crimea . © 
Theos Kuni, and not ZOlukane, is not 
Soverneſs of the Crimea, This tifle, the 
literal tranſlation of which is Great Queen, 
denotes only a dignity of the Harem, 
which the Khan confers commonly on one 
of his fiſters, or, in default, on one of his 
daughters or female relations. The reve- 
fines of ſeveral villages, and ſome other 
benefits are attached to this dignity. 
_—_ Several of theſe retreats cut out of 
à the rock are to be ſeen in Crimea, and 
« always on mountains difficult of acceſs; 
& jt may be preſumed, that they ſerved as 
* an afylum*for the flocks which the Ge- 
3 grazed in the plains during the 

«tay, and ſhut up during the night oo 


* vol J. p. 379. 


LY 1 Val. I. p. 396. 
1 I have 
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\F linvg ſpoken in my Oh wurd fur les 
Peupier Barbares,' &. of > theſs taverns 
foimd in Crimea, both at erer 4 
a league from Baſchaſara, and 'alohg! the 
north part of the valley of Ktchi. What 
I have ſaid of them may be ſcen at page 
106. My ſentiments are very different on 
their cu age. I am perſuaded they were 
digged in the earxlieſt times. The prodi- 
gious height to which they are carried int 
theſe rocks, cut out with pick antes, and 
their q ſymmetrical order, reſerichliug in 
great: the coluinburia of antiquty make me 
think:theſe caverns were ſepulehreb of the 
moſt antient inkabitants af the Tauric 
Cherſoneſus. It would have been very 
difficult for the Genoeſte to put theit flocks 
every evening into theſe afyhunss, diggeil 
in ſuch high places: where ohe' doe not 
know which way, nor how one could get 
there, and where there is not the leaft 
trace of any path to be ſound, :w6r* any 
avenus that: could lead tõ thema iꝗ˙πẽʒ e 
The Bei of the Chirins” ech ntly 
. « repent the five other * R 
5 bar ; .me blues gin 
1E HA M Neither | 
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R Nethoria, the Diets called Birr, 
which. ere the extractldinary aſſemblies 
the Nobility and Gentry, nor in alb the 
other convocations whirk the wants bf 

the State max tender neceſſary, does the 
Bei of the Chirins, though the Galt of all} 
repreſent the other Beis; he repreſents 
only his ow family ; and the Beis of tho 
other houſes, which compoſe the: rſt No- 
bility, and-who are nnn ed 

ſent each their own. a 10 1 

„ Baſchafara, eee was 

Log valuable hiſtorical Journal, undertaken 

% by the anceſtors of 2 family that has 

% always' preſerved and carefully conti -· 
4 nued- itt This manuſtript begun by 
its pretnier author, by collecting the 
maſt ancient traditions, contains all the 
« facts that have happened down tu our 
days. The event of my miſſion to 
. Tartary, having obliged the continuatot 
of this Journal to apply to me for ſome 

4 explications which diſcovered him to 

4 me, T would fain, but in vain, procure 
& it.. Twelve hundred and fifty pounds 
” . could not tempt him; and cir- 
1 7 "me & cumſtances 


MzMotis"0# ANN br rorr. mf 
tufaſlanees did not leave we tie to ob 
mam extracts From it n 
be Author af the Meme aul 
have named the Family that Poſſeſſes chis 
precius' mitviſeript of the Tartatian /an- 
nals, ald the cor of this Journal, 
in order chat new attempts might be mads 
to ptoœure it for the King of France's + & 
brary! *' I never Heard of this Journal 
duriug my reſidence at Baſehaſara; but a 
learned Tartar, called Hadji Gaffar Effendi, 
ſettled at Karaſow, one of the prineipal 
towns of Crimea, has compoſed in Turkiſh 
verſe,” an abridged hiſtory of all the Khaus 
of Little Tartary, fince Genghizkhan. In 
17 57 he moſt obligingly aud politely made 
me a preſent” of a copy of it. I'had it 
tranſcribed at Conſtantinople by an excel. 
lent pen man, and ſaperbly bound, with 
fillets! and borders painted and gilded in 
the Turkiſh taſte 7 abd'had the horiouic to 
ſend it from Cannae, to the Ditke'of Praſs 
lin, at that time Miniſter ef the Marine. 
The anvials of thel® people (the Tar- 
ut tars) ate to be found: no where but 
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<< among. b ſuch nations as have bad : tho 
1 misfortune to be near them, and which 
they have ſucceſſively, gyer-run ; theſe 


very nations, howeber, which bave 


witten very little, or not at all, on the 
«© ſuhject, leave ſcarcely auy materials for 
1 hiſtgry beyond conjecture; but ſuch as 


they are, on comparing them with tbo 


++ annals of all other people, one is forced 
to acknowledge that the Tartars, above 
— other nations, have the beſt nel 
* claims to antiquity *.” | [4 
No one can diſpute rn but * 


Tartarian Nation has the carheſt origin 
no one can deny but the Genghizkhan 


family is one of the moſt ancient and il; 
luſtrious among the Yovereigns of the 
world, aud that whoſe Empire has been 
the, greateſt and moſt extenſive, fince the 
divers poſſęſſions of the Prindes ſprung 
from this common ſtock 'camprehend all 
that part of the Globe which extends 
from the Japan ſea to the frontiers of Po- 
land. . J am led to think, notwithſtanding 
What the Memoirs fay, that we have more 


* Vol. I. p. 22. 
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than nie cture relative! to the biſtory of 
the Tartars, ſince the hiſtoryn af the 
Huns; : that immortal work ot Mr. de 
Gume, gives us clear notions of them, 
followed · up, and ſupported: by authorie 
ties ; and that in this precious repoſitory 
ve meet with the more than ĩmagmary re. 
giſters of all the Hordes of Tartars, whe 
have formed the diviſions and ſubdiviſions 
of this immenſe people. 
„Without pretending. to a profound 
inquiry into the great queſtion which 
% ocgupies the men of letters at this day. 
4 that of the true ſituatiou of dhe lſle of 
the Atlantes, I ſhall only obſerve, on the 
platform of Tartaty, which prolongs 
to the North, the chain of mountains 
of Caucaſus and, Thibet. As for the 
„ peninſula of Cotea, judging? from; the 
*«..coyrls of the waters, which, from the 
++ middle of Aſia, empty themſelves to 
#* the ſouthward andi northward of that 
„ part. of the globe, it forms the mo} 
be elevated portion of thoſe lands that ſes | 


ts parate the ſeas of India ftom Kamt- 
7 * Tay, ſole obſervatiog ſeems 
05 to 
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5 wo prove that this gountry,/ orvupied i | 
„ praſent by the Tartats, muſt-have beech 


4 the firſt kho wn land in Aſia, and the 
_ **:earlieſt inhabited, the fource-of that po- 
4 pulatiom which fieſt/-ſent. forth thoſe 
«ſwarms which, conſtantly repulſed by 
the uli of China, and the defiles of 
% Thibet and Caucaſus, fell upon the 
% northern parts of Alia, and overflowell 
% our Europe, under the names of Goths, 
++: Oſtropoths} and Wiſigoths *. 
-  T'ſhould leave the judgement I think of 
theſe cunjectures of the Author on the At- 
lautide, to Rudbekius, Father Peron, Mr. 
Bailly, and the Hiſtory of Man. But I ſhall 
ſalelyobſerve that the Goths, Oſtrogoths, 
and Wiſigoths, whoſe emigrations followed 
thoſs of the Vandals, were like theſe, Cel- 
tas and Trutonet, who had neither the 
ſame origin, nor the ſame cradle as the 
Tartats, and that che Tartars known by the 
name of Huns, did not overflow the weſt 
parti of th continent till a long time after 
the Gothe, and even after the Sclavons. 
1 laſt indeed were both . diffetent 
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and diſtindt tom the Turturs, bit 
in their tongues and the habitations they 
had quitted to come and overflowiEtrope: 
The language of the V anidaly, Goethe, 
Oſtrogoths, and Wiſigeths; uus the Celtics 
or Teutonic the mother of the Gerät: 
that! df the Selavbas, Vi Nuß or 
Venetis, who ſhould by no means b Un. 
founded with'the V is the ttiother 
of the Selawon, Kuan, and Pohſh; and 
the Tartariati language, from which the 
Turkiſh is derieed, has no likeneſs noi 
the leaſt analogy! with the two others, 
which have not more between themſelves! 
The Goths came from the North; and had 
had their fiſt habitations in tHe countries 
between the Northeri Octan® and the 
Baltio fea} and the Huns, under the geeral 
name by whieh are comprehended all the 
Tartar nations, that have broken in upon 
the Weſt,” came originally from the Baſt, 
and from this ſpot of land that the Author 
ſpeaks of in this laſt puſſage, and/iti-which 
he thinks he has refbund the *Ife of rhe = 
Auluntel. The bounds of this Bettet win 
not 2 to mention here all that 


Pelloutier, 


The. third volume of the 
taĩus the moſt intereſting and poignant de- 


hom wWe carry on a 
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Pelloutier, and ſeveral other writers have 
ſaid on the origin and march of theſe di- 
vers people : nor what I. have ſaid myſelf 
of them in my Diſſertation on the origin 


of the Selavonic tongue, and my Obſer- 
vations dn the Barbarians that have inha- 


biteg the borders of the Danube and * 
En nt biet of 1351: 

e de Baron de Tott — 
ne e Conſtantinople, where the chain 
of eyents offers a more extenſive: fietd to 
his wit and! talents, his zal and activity. 
Memoirs cou - 


tails of his operations in the Capital, the 
Straits of the Dardanelles, and thoſe of 
the Black Sea. But I diſcover there like- 
wiſe, in divers things that concern the 


Turks, errors which I will point out to 


vou. I continue to collect the local know- 
ledge which 1 have had time to acquire, 
to endeavour to juſtify to you a nation that 
has always been the ally of ours, with 
m w commerce that is 
still the object of envy, and the vexation 
Gs ANY Pr ens ion whole. glory 


conſtantly 


0 
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conſtantly ſuſtained: even to the epoch of 
the laſt war; and the exiſtence which it 
has left, merit, I think, ſtill the efteoiti 
and conſideration of every Power,” ' 41? 
Let us reſume the thread of our Obſer- 
vations, and endeavour to ſatisfy thoſe 
who, finding, like you and I, theſe Me- 
moirs delightful, . complain that he Au- 
thor having a great many things 10 relate, 
leaves a great many of them to be defired, and 
is not always exact in others. | Theſe,” Sir, 
are the very expreſſions of a man of parts 
of your acquaintance, . wands Wo has 
been communicated to ww. 
«©. had only been a few 5 at Con- 

« ſtantinople, &c. when the firſt Phyſi- 
„ cian of the Grand Seignior ſent to me, 
<«< at eleven-o'clock at night, to know if 
«© I would receive him“ .. 
However, as this Italian Doctor ſtill 

*© ſpoke Turkiſh with difficulty , &. 
Baron de Tott certainly ſhould not have 
ſaid that the firſt Phyſician of the Grand 
Seignior was an Italian; he knows too 
well that this diſlinguiſhed place cannot be 
Vol. II. p. 7. Vol. II. p. 8. 
. occupied 
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occupied by a Chriſtian of ENGEL 
whatſoever, that it is always given to a 
Mahometan, Who eught to be taken, like 
the other Mlemas, from the Mfedreſſes, and 
ttrom the order of Muderris, and arrive, 
like them, to the firſt dignities. Sultan 
AKAbdulhamid has very lately raiſed his firſt 
Phyſician, Arif Effendi, to the place of 
title of Heim Bachi efendi, and wears the 
large round turban, call'd Xurf, the fame 
as the Men of the Law of the higheſt 
rank. No national Phyſician, nor foreign- 
er, can exerciſe this profeſſion without his 
approbation, or open # ſhop without his 
permiſſion; + The Reader will be furpriſed 
perhaps at the Phyfician's keeping a ſhop ; 
but this is the cuſtom at Conſtantinople, 
and throughout Turkey; it is done by 
all the Greek and Jewiſh Phyſicians, and 
even by ſeveral European ones, Who have 
almoſt all of them a Pharmacy, and are at 
the ſame time Apothecaries. The Italian 
Doctor ſpoken of in theſe Memoirs, was 
2 Neapolitan, called Il Dottor Caro; I was: 
__ intimate with him. He was tall and 
9 : well 
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well made, had, wit, parts, elocution, and 
{till more addreſs zi he had free. acceſs to 
Sultan Muſtapha, enjoyed even for a good 
while the confidence of that Prince, and 
made a pretty good fortune. But ſeveral 
Grandees of the Porte, jealous of his re- 
dit, and finding no other way to get rid of ; 
him, ſucceeded to have him charged with 
political commiſhons at ſome of the Euro- 
pean conrts, and took advantage of his ab» 
ſence to put him out of favour. wilh the 
Emperor. On his return to Conſtantino- 
ple, after his negotiations, he perceived 
the ill offices which his enemies had done 
him, vainly endeavoured to recover the 
Sultan's favour, and at length determined 
to return to his own country, | where he 
died a ſhort time after his arrival. The 
Grand Seignior often conſults, in his in- 
firmities, European Phyſicians, ho, when 
they are fortunate enough to inſpire the 
Sovereign with ſome. confidence, often 
meddle a good deal with matters foreign to 
their profeſſion ; but they cannot admi- 
niſter any remedy to the Sultan, without 


the cpnſens, and even preſence, of the 
5 as Helim 


rer 


Hekim Bach, who has the chief care of 
the” Prince's health. It is one Cobis, a 
German Phyſician, who at preſent poſleſ- 


ſes, and juſtly merits, the confidence and 
flavour of Sultan Abdulhamud, the reigning. 


Emperor, with whom it has been often 

found he had ſome credit. þ 
In the relation which the Author gives 

of the memorable engagement of Teheſ- 


m8, fo fatal to the Ottoman Empire, 


he deſeribes the combat of the two Admi- 
rals as follows : 

However, the two Admirals had 
« themſelves on each other's beam, the 
% Ruſſian, after giving him his broadfide, 
came nearer to the Turk, to throw 
% combuſtibles into her, and blew up 
« herſelf during the attempt. Haſſan 
« Baſhaw, at that time, had a flag, (and 
&* who furniſhed me himſelf the particu- 


„ lars I am now relating ;) after ſeeing 
« his ſhip eſcape from this havock, thought 


„ himſelf out of danger, 'when he per- 


« ceived his ſtern in flames, and his veſ- 
+ ſel on the point of ſuffering the ſame 
66 * fate, Already had his crew thrown 


« them 
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* themftlves into the ſea, into which he 
« precipitated himſelf, and was lucky 
enough to get hold of a piece of the flag 
«© ſhip of the enemy; he had the farther 

** good. fortune to eſcape the ſplinters of his 
« own ſhip, where the fire was not long 
ein reaching the powder magazine ws 

The rext 67 Baron de Tott auſt have 
necedlarily been greatly altered here by the 
Editor, or Haſſan Baſhaw have had parti- 
cular reaſons for relating this exploit to 
him in terms yery different from! the re- 
cital which he was ſo kind ag to give me 
himſelf of it, three days after the action, 
when he came to Smyrna, where J was 
then Conſul-General, 

The Memoirs do not mention the board- 
ing of the two veſſels, the event which 
gave place tot, the long and bloody com- 
bat that preceded it, nor the wounds of 
Haſſan Baſhaw, We only read, that the 
Kuſſian veſſel, after having fired a broad- 
fide, drew near the Turk, in order to 
throw combuſtibles into her, and blew-up 
herſelf during the attempt. If this were 

ECTS 5 
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exsq, it is clear that Admiral Spiritq we. 
who. commanded her, ould certainly 
Have been, blown wp, With! her. by However, 
every body knows; that, this. brave Com- 
| mander. was ſo fortuvate a8 to fave him- 
ſelf an his. boat with twenty-four, perſons, 
and that he is ſtill lying at Peterſburgh, 
ded, with the favours which he has me- 
rited from bis Sovereign. One might : 
conjecture likewiſe, aby Phat is ſaid of 
Haſſan Baſhaw, that that Commander 
threw... him elf ſound, ſafe, and uncon- 
cerned ; into the Tea, when he, ſaw has ſhip 
in flames. It i is however indiſputable that 
be. arrived at Smyrna covered with wounds. 
The relation given by the Count of Choi- 
ſeul Gouther is much more conformable 
to truth and probability, and much nearer 
the particulars which I collected myſelf | 
from the mouth. of Haſſan Baſhaw. The 
following 1s A, tranſlation of what the 
Count of Choiſeul fays of this affair, chap. 
v. page 94, of his de Pittoreſque de la 
Grece. | 1 
66 Admiral Spiritow advanced beyond 
« the line to attack alone the flag ſhip, 
..--opphe * which 


* hy * 
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* which kept the head: of the Turkiſh 
< Dana 
« veſſels being abong fide of each other, 
<< entangled their riggiug together. The 
„ Ruſſtaus then threw<combuſtibles* into 
the enemy's hip, the effect of which 
00 — that,” not being able to 
«. get off, the as both 
„ veſſels, which New HO There 
« were only twenty Ruſſians ſaved, 
0 among whore ere the Admiral, bis 
* ſon, and Count Infeodere Orlou. This 
fine veſſel carried ninety btaſd cantion, 
4 and had on board%a chit of be Pundked 
« theufdad rubles. ??? 
think here tôſ be able to fatisfy- the 
Couut of Chofeul himfelf, 'by*uddingg/ts | 
what he has' written? ſore? particulars 3 2 
little more cireumſtantial, which Haffan 
Baſhaw Was ſo Hild 34 t6 relate to me 
immediately after his return From "ub 
combat. inn 13 ao Sg 11207 zug 
Theinews of the totab deſtrudiom of the 
Ortoititer Marine, was -publiely known at 
Smyrna, Sunday the 8th of July 1770, 
at four Oclock in the morning: it was 
n already 
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already doubted, becauſe the i 
which was continually coming from Teheſ- 
me, the theatre of this terrible ſeene, an- 
nounced a dreadful diſaſter z moreover the 


q exploſion of the blowing up of the veſſels, 


aud the noiſe of the cannon which went 
off of .. themſelves in the c conflagration, 
had been perfectly heard, and the column 


of ſmoke from each veſſel where the pow- 


der had taken fire, very diſtinctly ſeen 


| aſcend the air over Karabournou: The 
_ certainty of ſuch. an uncommon thing, 


Which people had had ſo much pain to 
perſuade themſelves of, ſpread conſterna- 


tion and deſpair among the Mahometans 


of the town. The dejedted populace, en- 


raged at this reverſe, and animated by the 


ſeditious diſcourſe of Ibrahim Apa, Chief 


 Cuſtom-houſe Officer of Smyrna, a wick- 


ed, cruel, fanatical fellow, and ſome other 

perſons of the ſame character, reſolved to 
vent their rage on the Chriſtians, and 
principally on' the Greeks. Ibrahim Aga 
gave the example, and the ſame Sunday, 
at five o'clock in the morning, began with 
nt to be inhumanly killed all the 
| Greeks, 


MEMOIRS, OF BARON DE Torr. / 


Greeks;” workmen or ſervants, belonging 
to the Cuſtom Houſe, in the very place, 


itſelf, a royal building which he ſhould 
have reſpected; and where it was his duty 
to have protected thoſe who ſhould have 
taken ſhelter there. This example was 
followed in the markets, ſquares, croſs- 
ways, and quays of the city; in leſs than 
four hours there were fifteen hundred 
Greeks butchered; two Europeans, Mr. 
Gargani, a Tuſcan Merchant, and Mr. 
Gallo, Interpreter to the Dutch, likewiſe 


fell victims to the rage of this unruly po- 


pulace. They certainly would not have 
ſpared the Franks of all the Nations, if 
it had been a work-day, when drawn: by 
their affairs, they would have been- moſt 
likely ſpread in the town and markets. 
The maſſacre laſted from five o'clock in 
the. morning till near nine, when the 
Chiefs of the Janiſſaries, running into the 
ſtreets, with the choice of that corps, 
whom they had aſſembled, ſucceeded to 
form numerous guards in all the quarters, 
and to put a ſtop! to. theſe diſorders. The 
maſſacre ceaſed; but the fermentation 
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was not entirely calmed ; the Govern 
ment, terrified, had no longer any ſtrength, 
and durſt not repreſs the mſolence of the 
rebels; all the Europeans had taken re- 
fluge in their reſpective ſhips, the Conſuls 

alone remained in the town, to attend, 
as much as they could, to the preſervation 
of the perſons and property of their coun- 
trymen. This ſtate of confuſion laſted 
more than a month, every day of which 
was marked by the fear of a new diſaſter. 
It was in a moment fo critical, that Haſſan 
Baſhaw, whom they then ealled Haſſan 
Bei, after having eſcaped fo many dangers, 
was brought to Smyrna, wounded, and 
feeking ſuccours of every kind, which he 
was in want of. He was very badly re- 
ceived, becauſe he was thought the au- 
thor of the loſs of the Fleet; it was not 
yet known that Jaffer Bei, who com- 
manded one of the diviſions, ſtruck with 
terror at the accident which had befallen 
the two Admirals, had fought his fafety 
at the farther extremity of Tcheſms road, 
and in taking refuge there, had drawn 
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along with him, by his fatal example, all 
the reſt of the fleet. 

As ſoon as I learnt the arrival of Haf- 
ſan Bei at Smyrna, I went to pay him a 
viſit at the Cuſtom Houſe, where he was 
lodged. I was accompanied by Mr, Fon- 
ton, Secxetary-interpreter to the King of 
Franee, firſt Druggerman to the Conſul- 
ſhip; Mr. d' Amirat, third Druggerman, 
and Meſſieurs Perretiè and Marragon, 
French merchants, who deſired to go with 
me. We found him fitting on a ſofa, 
his face burnt in ſeyeral places with gun- 
powder, his head reclined on a pillow, 
his arms and legs ſupported by four cuſhi- 
ons, and condemned to a very uneaſy poſ- 
ture, but which his ſituation obliged him 
to keep. After a good many compliments 
on both fides, I offered him the aſſiſtance 
of Doctor Michel, Phyſician to the French 
nation at Smyrna, and the natianal hoſ- 
pital, which he accepted with great plea- 
ſure. The particulars relative to his 
wounds naturally led to thoſe of the com- 
bat in which he had received them ; and 

_— I leapt 
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I learnt from him what T-am hers 5 goĩ ing 
/ 
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to repeat about the two Admirals.” 


"The Captain Baſhaw, after 1 


made his diſpoſitions, as badly imagine 

as well deſcnbed in the Memoirs, after 
having anchored his fifteen veſſels of the 
line and his frigates between the conti- 
nent of Afia and the Spalmadore iflands, 
attended, in a galley, the appearance of the 
Ruſſians, according to the cuſtom of the 
Ottoman Admirals, who, in engagements, 
always keep "themſelves in one of theſe 
. cared veſſels, in order to be able to move 
with more facility and give their orders 
wherever their preſence may be neceſſary. 

When the frigates deſcried the fleet of 
the enemy, Haflan Bei, Captain of the 
Captain Baſhaw's flag, ſent ſeveral times 
to him, to defire leave to weigh anchor, 


and could never obtain it. Admiral Spi- 


ritow attacked the Turkiſh Admiral- -ſhip, 
as ſoon as he was within reach of her. 
The combat was long and obſtinate ; Haf- 
ſan Bei, at Anchor, without being able to 
make any moving, was for more than four 


hours expoſed to the fire of the enemy- 
ſhip, 
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ſhip, which, after having given him one 
broadfide, would tack about to give him 
the other; his immobility prevented his 
avoiding / either; and he was making the 
beſt defence he was able, when a fortu- 
nate random ſhot ſeemed as if it would 
favour him. All the Turkiſh line of bat- 
tle ſhips have, at their firſt battery, four 
or ſix cannon of an enormous bore, carry- 
ing ſtone balls of ſeveral hundreds weight. 
One of theſe balls carried away the helm 
of the Ruſſian veſſel, which, being no 
longer manageable, deflected towards the 
Turk. Haſſan Bei, fearing leſt the de- 
flection ſhould carry her farther, and hin- 
der the project which he had of boarding 
her, made the ſole moving he was able to 
make, without diſobeying the order that 
the Captain Baſhaw had given him to 
continue at anchor; he towed himſelf on 
his cabal, keeping always in the direction 
of his enemy, to endeavour to receive him 
aſkew. This moving ſucceeded ; the two 
veſſels were preſently foul of each other, 
and their rigging intangled. Haſſan Bei 
prepared to board his adverſary, and re- 
8 IT ceived 
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| ceived in the attempt foviral wounds, - 
potwithſtanding which, he was on the 
point of penetrating into the veſſel and 
making Himſelf maſter of it, when the 
Ruſſians, finding themſe bs juſt overcome, 
and ſeeing no means to be able, without 
a helm, to get off, even when they ſhould 
fucceed to diſengage the rigging of their 
veſſel from that of the other, took the 
deſperate reſolution to throw combuſtibles 
into the Turk, which caught immediately. 
Haſſan Bei was then forced to give up the 
boarding, to turn all his attention to his 
own ſhip; but the Ruſſian took fire at the. 
ſame time; the conflagration became ge- 
neral, and made the moſt rapid progreſs, 
Admiral Spiritow, ſeeing no hopes of ex- 
tinguiſhing the flames, ſaved himſelf in 
his boat, with twenty - four perſons. Haſ- 
fan Bei ſtill made ſome uſeleſs efforts to 
endeavour to ſave his veſſel; but being 
abandoned by the crew, who threw them: 
ſelves into the ſea, he finiſhed with leap- 
ing over board likewiſe, and was fortunate 
enough to eſcape. the dreadful exploſion 
of the two veſſels, which blew up juſt 
after, 
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after, at a ſhort interval from each other 3 
he had yet courage and firength enough 
left, notwithſtanding his wounds and fa- 
tigues, to get on ſhore, with the aid of a 
piece of wreck, atid the help of his inti- 
mate friend, who deſervedly merits to be 
mentioned. Achmed Apa, a rich mer- 
chant of the Morea, long united in the 
ſtricteſt friendſhip with Haſlan Bei, having 
learned that the latter was appointed Cap- 
tain of the flag to the Captain Baſhaw, - 
and was to commarnid- the Admiral-veſſe}, 
left his country to go and join his friend 
at Conſtantinople, and make the campaign 
with him, as a volunteer, He embarked 
jn effect with Haffan Bei, never left him, 
fought by his ſide with the greateſt valour, 
aſſiſted him, never abandoned the veſſel 
but with him; and when he faw him 
forced to ſave himſelf by ſwimming, pre- 
cipitated himſelf firſt into the ſea, helped 
him to get hold of a piece of wreck, con- 
ducted him on ſhore, ſometimes ſuſtaining. 
him, ſometimes towing him after him, 
and at length ſucceeded in the difficult taſl 
of — him to Smyrna. Such an act, 
| formed 
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formed to honour. the Ottonjat nationz 
and humianity; juſtly deſerves a place in 
the Memoirs, The day after my viſit to 
Haſſan Bei, Bs Aga came to ſee -1 -mez 


| and confirmed to me all theſe particulars, 


which this Vice Admiral had been ſo kind 


as to impart to me himſelf, 


Doctor Michel, Phyſician to the French. 


\ n:tion, attended Haſſan Bei for a month, 
er forty days, and perfectly cured him 


of his wounds. I obtained permiſſion from 
the Miniſter to put the Mpetdees of his 


cure to the King of France's account; I 


gave my mandate for it to Mr. Marin, at 
that time premier Deputy of the nation, 
who paid it to Doctor Michel, and carried 
the amount of it to the accounts of the 


port. Theſe accounts are in the Marine 


office; and if any one ſhould call in queſ- 


tion this matter, it would be eaſy to ve- 


Haſſan Bei left Smyrna immediately 
after his recovery; he remained for ſome 
months i in a ſort of obſcurity and diſgrace, 
becauſe Jaffer Bei, who had found means 
to diſguiſe to the Miniſter, under the moſt 
jpecious- 
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ſpecious pretences, his contemptible and 
ſhameful proceeding, had been made Cap- 
tain Baſhaw, and was endeavouring to dey 
 preciate the brilliant action of his rival, 
But in a ſhort time the truth was diſ- 
covered, the conduct of Haſſan Bei juſ- 
tiſied and applauded, Jaffer Bei baniſhed to 
Rhodes, and Haſſan Bei put in his place, 
in which he has continued to merit, by 


confidence of Sultan Muſtapha, and of 
Sultan Abdulhamid, his ſucceſſor, 
The Author, Who has not done ſuf; 
ficient juſtice to the braye Haſſan Bei, in 
the relation of his combat with the Ruſ- 
ſian Admiral, ſhould not haye refuſed 
him, at Lemnos, the g glory of one of the 
fineſt military exploits mentioned in hiſ- 
tory, and which equals all thoſe ſo much 
cried up to us by the annals of Greece and 
Rome. The following 18 the relation 
given of it in the Memoirs: 
„This Turk, whom. I had left in the. 
„ Dardanelles, where we have ſeen him 
% make light of mechanical powers, had 
$6 een the project of embarking with 
P te foyr 
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„ thouſand volunteers, in ſmall boats; 
| « and without any artillery, to raiſe the 
« fiege of Lemnos, and drive away the 
« Ruffian fleet. 1 had confi dered this as 
« a mad expedition ; nor could it, in fact, 
| © be juſlified, but on the preſumption 
„ that there was not a ſingle frigate on 
&« the look-out, to ſend all theſe adven- 
<< turers to the bottom; ; that they would 
< be able to effect their landing with ſuch 
& ſecrecy, as that the troops employed in 
the ſiege ſhould receive no intelligence 
of it; that, ſurpriſed by Haſſan, they 
= ſhould adopt no other meaſure than a 
« ſhameful flight towards the harbour of 
Saint Anthony; that, purſued to the 
% very ſhore, the protection of their ſqua- 
« dron, far from encouraging them to 
« make a ſtand, ſhould only inſpire them 
* with a deſire of taking refuge on board; 
« and, in ſhort, that, after having com- 
« pelled them to embark in the greateſt 
« diforder, Haſſan, and his companions, 
« piſtol in hand, ſhould from the beach 
& behold a ſquadron of ſeven ſhips of the 
vs line weigh anchor with precipitation, 
p * « I had 
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& I had thought it my duty to, oppoſs 
« this project at Conſtantinople; but, 
* after diſcufling it with the Vizier, he 
e coolly anſwered, * I conceive the folly 
« of the plan propoſed by Haſſan ; but 
« at all events, it will be four thouſand 
« raſcals the fewer ;—that is well worth 


re à victory! It was only in this point 


* of view that the expedition was per- 
«* mitted to take place; and it was with 
& ſuch inadequate means that the fortu- 
r nate Haſſan executed, or rather ſaw the 
© execution of an impoſlibility *.” 

It was fortunate for the Ottoman em- 
Dire, that Haflan Baſhaw combated the 
Ruſtans with more ſucceſs, than Baron de 
Tott had combated the plan of this ex- 
pedition at the Miniſter's; and that this 


brave General knew better the force of the 


comrades he had made choice of, than he 
had underſtood mechanical powers at the 


Dardanelles. The ſucceſs of this enter- 


prize, without doubt, was not in the order 
of probabilities, the means were inſuffici- 


ent; but this n of means did 
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but add to the glory of the ſucceſs. It 
was even much greater than the Memoirs 
tay, fince Haſſan Baſhaw had only. fifteen 
hundred men, inſtead of four thouſand, 
as they give him. It was with this little 
troop, embarked in very ſmall boats, with - 
out artillery, and without proviſions, that 
this Admiral left the Dardanelles, took the 
KT advantage of the obſcurity of the night to 
make the paſſage, and diſembarked the 
' next day in an unfrequented creek of the 
ile of Leſbos. As ſoon as his men were 
landed, he gave his boat a ſhove with his 
foot, and ordered all his comrades to do 
the ſame; the boats being thus puſhed 
off, he made a ſhort harrangue to his com- 
panions:— My lads,” ſdid he to them, 
de have no longer the hope of flee- 
6 ing; ave have only that of vanqui uſbing 
ft; we have no proviſions, and we are 
* faſting; but wwe ſhall find ſome in the 
“enemy 's quarters when we ſpall have 
« vanquiſhed them; and we will not eat 
fill after the victory; it is there I am go- 
ing to conduct you: follow me.” He 
then made a forced march from thence; 
Went 
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went and drove the Ruſſians from the 
town of Lemnos and Port St. Anthony: 
forced them to re-etabark with the moſt 
diſgraceful precipitation on board their 
veſſels; delivered the fortreſs of Lemnos, He 
which they had belieged for four mouths | 

. without effect; diſlodged them from the 
poſt moſt advantageous and proper to. 1 
vor all their operations; remained maſter 
of their baggage and artillery ; ſaw. their, 
fleet ſet. ſail; and returned triumphant 1 to 
the Dardanelles. Haſſan Baſhaw was for- 
tunate, without doubt, in this expedition: ; 
but can luck alone work ſuch a prodigy? ? 
What ſoul muſt a General have to con- 
ceive the project of it ! What reſolution 
to undertake it! What prudence to con- 
duct it! What valour- muſt the men. have 
to execute it under his orders! And what 
kind of man ſhould this Vizier be who 
treated ſuch warriors as raſcals, and wiſhed 
to ſee the State rid of them ? I would love 
as much any one who ſhould treat as taſ- 
cals the three hundred Greeks of Ther- 
mopylæ. I won't conclude this, paragraph, 
without ſaying ſomething of the valour 
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and grmnefs of the Di ſear, or Governor 
of the little fortreſs of Lemnos, who, 
with a garriſon of ſix hundred men, very 
few proviſions, ind ſtill leſs ammunition, 
withſtood, during four months, all. the 
land and {a forces that the Ruſſians had 
brought i into the Archipelago: I ſaw him 
at Smyrna a ſhort time after the relief 
of this place; he related to me what had 
paſſed in his paltry town during the ſiege, 
with a modeſty, ſimplicity, ind nobleneſs; 
worthy of a hero. A nation where ſuch 
men are to be found, certainly is not a na- 
tion that ſhould be diſpaired of. You will 
not be ſorry, Sir, at my placing here a de- 
ſoription of Haſſan Baſhaw. Thoſe who 

know him, will find it more like, perhaps, 
than that given of him in the Memoirs, 
Celebrated perſonages are made to exerciſe 
all the painters. | 
This Admiral, about ſeventy years 5 olds 
is of a middling ſtature, and thick made; 

he has received from nature much bodily 

ſtrength, and a conſtitution proof againſt 

every thing, which he has rendered ſtill 

more ſo by the fatigues of war and his hard 
| auſtere 
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auſtere way of life; his complexion. is 
brown, and tanned by the weather ; hib 
features, without being fine, are rather 
regular, and ornamented with a white 
impoſing beard and whiſkers. He has in 
his look and carriage an air of firmneſs 
and confidence, Which announces the 
greatneſs and loftineſs of his ſoul; and 
which, on looking at him, might eaſily 
de taken for ferocity, He is ſober by na- 
ture, auſtere by principle, religious by 
perſuaſion, ſevere by love of order, obſti- 
nate, abſolute, implacable by character, 
and unfortunately ſometimes cruel and 
fanguinary by neceſſity, He was born 
with a genius that would have made an 
aſtoniſhing man of him, if the negle& of 
ſtudy till an age too advanced, and the 
want of primitive notions and fitſt prin- 
ciples, had not prevented the entire un- 
folding of them; his valour, his intrepidity, 
his activity, his zeal for the State, which 
raiſe him to the rank of the moſt famous 
warriors held up to us by ancient and 
modern hiſtory, would have been much 
more brilliant and uſeful to his country, if 
; the 
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the uſe which he has made 4 3 bad 5 
been more enlightened. He has however 
rendered the Empire the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
ſervices. both in the field and council. We 
| Have juſt ſeen, what be performed by ſea: 
ever victorious by land, he ſaw the enemy, 
infinitely ſuperior in number, flee before 
him at Lemnos, and never retaliate. He. 
has re-eſtabliſhed the Ottoman navy, en- 
tirely deſtroyed at Tcheſme ; improved the 
conſtruction and rigging of the veſſels; 
given them leſs height at the ſides; lower, 
more elegant, and more commodious 
Poops; higher maſts; more diſengaged 
rigging; and a more regular artillery ; he 
has chaſtiſed the moſt powerful rebels of 
the empire; delivered the Morea from the 
invaſion of the Albanians, who, under 
pretence of coming to defend that fine 
province from a ſecond attack of the Ruſ- 


|  fians, had completely laid it waſte ; ſaved 


the Greeks, whom it was deliberated in 
the Council to exterminate entirely, to 
puniſh them for their defection, and be no 
longer expoſed to it; obtained for them a 
| an and faithfully-obſeryed amneſty, 

6 which, 
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which, joined to the bad treatment with 
which the Greeks have been paid by the 
Ruffians for what they had done for them; 
has brought back a number of deſerters; 
and prevented the total flight of theſe nus 
merous ſubjects, which rigour would have 
occafioned, and that would have depo- 
pulated the provinees, left the greater 
part of the land uncultivated, and deprived 
the navy of a nurſery of ſailors; He has 
conſtantly ſupported the police, order, and 
tranquillity of the capital, and prevented - 
or ſtifled all revolts. Nature, aſſiſted by 
ſtudy and art, might have made a wonders 
ous man of Haſſan Baſhaw ; nature alone 
has made only a great man of him. 

In reproaching the author of the Mes 
moirs with the unjuſt and diſadvantageous 
light in which he has placed Haſlin Bas 
ſhaw, T cannot ſufficiently praiſe the-like« 
neſſes he has drawn of the three Miniſters 
that governed the Empire at the time Ba- 
ron de Tott began his operations; they 
cannot be more like®, I knew theſe three 
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9 TM have again well 3 
them all. I ſaw ſucceſſively Melek and ſ 
Jazet, Bachaws, at Smyrna, after. their 
being Vigziers. The firſt bore on his fine 
figure, the character and 1 image of, that 
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his ub. privy WC, more: dhe other 
joined to the ſame qualities, wit, parts, 
" - . and bumour: Iſhmael Bei was exiled, and 
ſick at Scio, when I. paſſed by there in my 
teturna to France, iu the month of Auguſt 
| 1778. As ſoon as he learned my arrival 
in the iſland, he, ſent one of the principal 
Officers of his houſehold to beg me to 
come and ſee him; and this invitation was 
made me in terms that painted that avidity 
and eagerneſs which all the exiled Mini- 
ſters have to learn ſomething intereſting, 
and meet with ſome one to talk with about 
the affairs that have paſt through their 
hands. I went to his houſe at ten o'clock 
in the morning: 1 found him in the le- 
thargy of opium, which he makes an im- 
moderate uſe of. I perceived he was of 
that claſs of men called Theriakis, which 
the author has drawn ſuch a juſt, pleaſant, 
and 
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and agreeable picture of. I was deſpairing 
of being able to do any thing with him, 
when he removed a little the fumes of the 
opium, to pay me the cuſtomary compli 
ments, and ſay a number of civil and 
obliging things. The converſation became 


inſenſibly more animated; he” relapſed By, 


ſometimes into drowſineſs, begged me to 
continue my diſcourſe, did not loſe a word 
of what I was ſaying, reſumed the thread 
of the conference, and replied to me with 
an aſtoniſhing exactneſs and preciſion. ' At 
eleven o'elock dinner was ſerved up, du- 
ring which he was very chearful, very 
amiable, ate very little, and let fall ſeveral 
ſtrokes, of the ſame kind as that of the 
two Canary birds, ſpoken of in the Me- 
moirs. The Theriabis are as temperate as 
it is poffible to be, and have a thouſand 
little whims, almoſt childiſh ;- a flower; a 
fruit, a bird, a plaything, are amuſements 
as delightful for them, as the moſtenchant- 
ing pleaſures can be to us. At noon, Iſh- 
mael Bei waſhed his hands; faid his prayer, 
after which we reſumed our converſation. 
It turned "principally on what had paſſed 
Q 2 during 
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during the war, and ſince the peace. Dus 
ring the whole courſe of this converſation, 
this Miniſter diſcovered a piercing agreeable 
wit, a ſound judgement, extenſive views, 
an elocution full of grace and elegance, and 
a pretty extenſive knowledge of the inte: 
reſts of the principal powers of Europe. 
About four o'clock, they brought him 
things neceſſary to do the ablution with, in 
order for the prayer of the Hindi. I aſked 
him for bis commands, and he bade me 
adieu, expreſſing at the ſame” time how 
happy he ſhould be to ſee me again, if 
ever the courſe of events ſhould once more 
bri ing us together. 
Iſhmael Bei was again taken into — 
a ſhort time after; Sultan Abdulhamid 
gave him the three tails, and ſent him Ba- 
Thaw to Grand Cairo, from whence. he 
paſſed to other emen leſs n 
tuous. 
The character of the Eaperor Sultan 
Muſtapha, who was the firſt that intruſted 
Baron de Tott, deſerves to be drawn. The 
Memoirs offer ſome ſcattered ſtrokes of it, 
which it js neceſſary to collect, to be able 
59 
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to forty an idea of him. This Prinee was 
born with a ſound judgement, an upright 
heart, and auſtere manners. He poſſeſſed a 
middling wit, an eaſy eloeution, a pure ſtyle, 
and a better pen than Sovercigns generally 
have, His health, unpaired. by the poiſon 
of Sultan Oſman, w he had eſchped, 
after having ſeen his elder brother Sultan 
Mehemed fall the victim of it, would not 
permit him to refigh himſelf much to plea: 
iure, to which, he was already but little 


znclined by nature. Entirely bent on the 


moſt ſerious occupations, and always bu. 
ried amidſt a heap of papers, he would 
labour continually; - and when his -fave- 
rites repteſented to him that his intenfe 
applieation injured his health: « N 1s hig bly 
<<, neceſſary,” replied he to them, fan me 
F* 70 do the buſineſs, fince none of you know 
„ how.” He has given numerous and 
ſtriking examples of juſtice; and if ſome 
actions of cruelty have eſcaped. him, they 
proceeded leſs from his charaQer, than from 
religious and national prejudices. He has 
been unjuſtly accuſed - of avarice; he 
drained his treaſures to endeavour to re- 
eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh the affairs of the empire, It would 

be as umjuſt to give him great talents, as 
to refuſe him zeal and good intention; 
and there is every reaſon to think that, if 
his reign had been leſs agitated and more 
fortunate, the purity of his intentions 
would have been Tufficient to work great 
things. For when a Sovereign is deter- 
mined to do what is right, his Miniſters 
know how to execute it. 

- '« Beſides the i ignorance of the Turks, 
it is alſo a fact, that their army was 
deſtitute of a train of field pieces, 

© which cannot be diſpenſed with, even 
by the greateſt talents. The foun- 

deries already eſtabliſhed could not be 

* employed. All the proceſs was carried 
on in furnaces of uſine, (in a note, fur- 
naces uſed for caſting iron;) and the 

© braſs, calcined by the action of the 
©: bellows, and then cooled at the bottom 
of the baſons, fell in a ſort of paſte 
into the moulds, the defects of which 
added another imputation to the pieces 
that came out of them *.“ 


# Vol. II. p. 121, 
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The Turks have no iron cannon, and 
do not know bow to make them, or diſ- 
dain to; all their artillery is of. braſs; 
their navy has no other ; and if ſome 
pieces of iron are found in their places of 
war, and, merchantmenz they have been 
taken from the enemy in conqueſis, or 


bought from the Swedes, Danes, and 
other Europeans. It is as much more ſux- 


priſing that in their founderies they ſhould 


have only furnaces particularly appropri- 
ated to the caſting of iron, as a prodi- 
gious number of braſs pieces have been 
brought, and come every day from their 
foundery of Tophana, at Conſtantinople, 
of middling, large, and enormous bores, 
very fine, very good, and long ſince 
brought to perfection, after the propor- 
tions and models of the European artil- 
lery. , Rows of them have been continual- 
ly ſeen all along the flat of Tophana, often 
two and three deep, and theſe ſometimes 
of double and treble... ranks; and one 
cannot, without juſtice, accuſe the Ot- 
tomans of a total 1 ignorance in the art of 
founding cannon, It is difficult even to 
| cConceive 


\ 
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Aae bow they have been able to face | 
ceed "to make 16 Ane an artillery, with 
furnaces that ir Would be impracticable to 
afe in making fan field pieces, which 
they have negleRcd' to attempt, and with 
which Baton de Tott'was defirous of fur- 
 niſbing them, This is a problem which 
1 Will not undertake to ſolve, but leave 
the Bien of 19 to the inaſtets of the 
art. 1: OI TT KT T3 36046 

eus hear . * the Author bye about 
the eſtabliſhment of a new foundery. 

* The Cheir Emini was ordered 1570 
« the expences z and à Greek, who called 
«© himſelf an Architect, was to. colle& 
66 the workmen, and ſee that they exe 
4 euted my orders. I had ſtudied the 
original plan, and found means to keep 
«off the water; but was perpetually 
undder the neceffity of uniting practice 
« with theory ; of being at the fame 
4 time, architect, maſon,” ſtone-cutter, 
« blackſmith; and' lockſmith. My plans 
% were of no ſervice. but to myſelf; no 
„ other perſon could make any thing of 
« them; there was no analogy whatever, 

8 — between 


Py "i 
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< between the work I ordered, and * | 
« to which the workmen were -aceuf- 


„ tomed 3 and to evercoine the difficulty 50 


« of bad habit, I have often been obliged 
< to put the maſon to the forge; and give 
the trowel to the blackſmith v. RAY 
This paſſage might make people be- 
lieve that the Turks have neither archi- 
tects nor workmen; in order to oppoſe 
this idea, let us invoke the auguſt ſhades 
of the Emperors Selim, Soliman, Bajazet, 
Achmet, Mahmoud, who have left ſu- 
perb moſques, Khans, Bexęſtint, ind ſe- 
veral other monuments of their grandeur 
and magnificence. All theſe Princes cer- 
tainly never ſent to Europe for any one 
to come and build thoſe noble edifices: 
they have been all raiſed by architects 
and workmen of the country: they form 
the admiration of all foreign judges; and 
the author of the Memoirs himſelf, in 
his firſt volume, has beſtowed ſome praiſe 
on them. Sultan Selim intruſted an Ar- 
menian architect with the conſtruction of 
his two ſuperb Baſilies, one of which 1 is 
babes. 4 ca Locks 
R at 
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at Conſtantinople, and the other at Ads 


nople, and after they were finiſhed, aſked 


of him, which was the fineſt of the two? 
„% My, Lord,” replied the Artiſt, I have 
4+ beſtowed. moſt money on that of Adria» 
“ nopte, and moſt art on that of Con- 
„ ſtantinople.“ Another Armenian, call- 
ed. Echek Simeon, who is ſtill living per- 
haps, or has been dead but a ſhort time, 
without being able td read, write, or even 
draw, has executed perfectly, in our time 
and under our eyes, the magnificent 
Moſque of Sultan Mahmoud, of which 
J have already ſpoken, and that Sultan 
Oſman cauſed to be finiſhed, in order to 
be able to give it his name. The ſtupi- 
dity and ignorance of this Armenian, in 
every thing but architecture, were ſo great 
as to procure him the ſurname of Echek 
Simeon, or Simeon the afs. This, I think, 
is ſufficient to juſtify the Turks from the 
accuſation which the Author ſeems to 


bring / againſt them, of having neither 


architects, maſons, blackſmiths, nor lock- 
ſmiths. And as all theſe workmen muſt 
concur in the conſtruction of a great edi- 
fice, 


— * 
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fice, the founders of theſe vaſt monuments 
muſt likewiſe have found, and ſtill find 
among them, all the neceſſary artiſts, 
ſince Es not wed to other- 2 for 
any? 221. 11 

The e in \tpeklting of the corps 
of Janiſſaries, expreſſes himſelf in theſe 
terms: By abandoning the regulations, 
<« the ſpirit of the corps is annihilated, 
« and the number in actual pay, (for 
« the enrolled are innumerable) amounts 
„ to four hundred thouſand; of whom 
<« ſcarce twenty thouſand: are n | 
together &, & M. Mt 

The Janiflaries broiled are in ; effe 15 
numerous, that if the calculation of them 
could be made, it would amount perhaps 
to ſeveral millions. Baron de Tott and 
myſelf have contributed to the augmen- 
tation of their number. 1 have been, 
like him, admitted into this corps, at 
Precop, in 1758. Howeyer, they are 
reputed to be only forty thouſand. This 
is the reaſon they are called the N Bin 
Koul, or the forty thouſand ſlaves; 7 1 

8 * Vol, II. N42. 
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8 may very well be FTE 
dred thouſand in pay, it is certain there 
is only pay for forty thouſand iſſued from 


the treaſury, which is divided between the 


Janiffaries of the Odas, or Barracks. of 
1 Conſtantinople, and thoſe who. have fol- 
lowed their duty in the garriſons. All 
thoſe that are not with their colours, are 
called Tamale, and receive nothing. All 
the other corps, which compoſe the Otto- 
man army, are likewiſe very numerous z 
and this is the reaſon of it: The people 
df Turkey are divided into Aſteris, or 
military men; and Beledis, or peaſhets 
And the Mahometan who does not belong 
to a military corps, muſt, according to 
the law, pay the ſame as the Rayas, a poll 
tax, and all the charges impoſed i in towns, 
boroughs, and villages, which they call 
Tehialif urfit ; though this law be not 
executed very rigorouſly, it howeyer makes 
a number of people enroll ihemſelves. | 
The revenues of the Empire, eſti» 
* mated on the records at more than 
«2 5,402,000 pounds ſterling, produce ef- 
1 ae ac e to the public 
| | 6 . 
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* treaſury. ' This ſum, however, muſt pay 
«+ thetroops, ſupport the navy. and ſupply 
«© the other current expences, and ſervices 
6 unprovided for; whilſt the 16,666, 666 
pounds ſterling ariſiug from the royal 
6 domains, appropriated by Sultan Soliman 
<<. to. the ſupport of a numerous. cavalry, 

*. of four thouſand draught. horſes for the 
” artillery,-the reparation of the fortreſſes, 


% the tepair of the roads, &c. only ſerve 


«« to-make the private fortunes of thoſe 


= who are in poſſeſſion of them, and the | 


* rand Seignior, i in conſequence, is oblig- 
* ed to employ the treaſure he may. have 
kept in teſerve, to provide for the im- 
10 mediate calls and deficiencies®.” Drank 

The 16,666, 666 pounds ſterling ariſing 
N the demeſne lands alienated by Sul- 
tan Soli man, are the grants of the fiefs 
called Timars, and Ziamets, the poſſeſſors 


of which ſo. well fulfil the intention af 


the Founder, for what concerns the horſe, 
that this feodal cavalry i is often ſo nume- 
' xous- as to become more prejudicial than 


een and cauſe confuſion and . 
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in the army, as the Author has obſerved 
himſelf, in pacthef paſſige .« of 1 A5. 
Wins 45454 x , 

>eNedde/ inthe ide was more wet 
than Baron de Tott, both by his military 
ſtate, che extent of his knowledge, and 
his conſummate experience in the affairs 
of the Turks, to give a thorough idea of 
the Ottoman forces; and one ſees with 
all the regret poſſible” that he has not 
given on this head more particular eluci- 
dations. He ſpeaks ſeveral times of the 
corps of Janiſſaries, without ſaying how 
many companies it is compoſed of, with- 
out mentioning its diviſion into Ortas, 
Buluks, and Seymens, which form in all 
one hundred and ninety-ſix companies; 
to wit, one hundred and one Ortas, ſixty- 
one Buluks, and thirty- four Seymens. He 
fays nothing likewiſe. of the ſubdivſion of 
theſe companies into Tournadjis, Crane 
Guards; Zagardjis,” Guards of the Dogs 
for field [diverſions ; » Samſoundjis, Guards 
of the Bull Dogs, and ſeveral other pri- 
vileged companies, attached however to 
the one hundred. and ninety-ſix, which 
121 | form 
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form the corps, and of which the Chiefs 

are promoted, like thoſe of the others, 
to the higheſt rauks. He does not meu- 
tion the Yerlis, or Provincial Militias of 
Jauiſſaries, commanded by a Serdar, in 
the towns which are not reputed places 
of war, and where there is uo Janiſſary 
Aga; the Yamaks, or Janiſſaries in ordi- 
nary pay during life; the Otourals, or 
Invalids, excuſed from ſervice; the divi- 
ſion of the armies and garriſons into Sag 
Kol and Sol Kol, or right wing and left 
wing, which have different colours, and 
each their Aga, one of which is called 
Sag Kol Agaſſi, and the other S N 
Agaſſi; the Bairaks of Serdenghetchedis, or 
companies of volunteer Janiflaries, which 
the officers of that corps | raiſe in war 
time, conduct to the army, and main- 
tain at their own expence; he gives the 
detail of the officers of the companies, 
and does not mention the liſt of the Ge- 
neral Officers of the corps, compoſed of 
the Janiſſary Aga, the Seymen Bachi, the 
Koul Niaiaſſi, the Jenitchers Efendi, the 
Mubzur Aga, the Bache Thaouche, and 


es 


it in the Turkiſh language #,” 
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He ſays but very 

little of the Toprobit, or Guriners ; does 
not mention the Conmbaradjis, or Bombar- 
diers, nor the ſchodl/ eſtabliſhed for the 
latter by the late Count Bonneval, Achmed 
Baſhaw. * He entirely paſſes over in filence 
the Axape, or Pioneers; the Lagdmadjie, 
or Miners,” and ſeveral other military 
corps, which have each a different forma» 

tion and different regulations. He does 
not take the ſlighteſt notice of the ca- 


nons of Sultan Soliman, which determine 


the regulation and diſcipline of all m 
military corps in the Empire. 05 | 
The ſeverity of their eſtabliſhed mi- 
« litary puniſhmerits, * furniſhed me with 


an opportunity of acquiring the love of 


the ſoldiers, without facrificing diſci- 
e pline; and 1 loſt no time in ſubſtituting 
< to baſtinado and irons, other methods 
« which, apparently leſs violent, would 


« fion, whillt it eſtabliſhed the ſentiments 
* of honour fo inſeparable from military 
ideas, but which has no term to expreſs 


The - 
* Vol. II. p. 148, and 149. 
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The word {r= has, among” the Turks, 
the ſame ſignification as the „od 
nour, among the French; and this is ſo 
true, that when a Turk has been forced 
by this ſentiment, to be acceſſaty to ſome- 
thing ſad. or diſagreeable for him, ho con- 
ſoles himſelf with ſaying, that it ĩs an irs 
belgſi; one of theſe misfortunes Which 
honour draws along with it. It is almoſt 
juſtifying the accuſed to exaggerate the 
accuſations in this manner. 2661 4241 
„The reader, however, muſt have al- 
40 ready underſtood®, that by very ex- 
1 traordinary effect, Abdulhamid, on his 
„ eoming to the throne, had- ſuddenly lf} 
© the rights of tbe Harem. The Turkiſn 
« Doctors and the Eutopean Phyſicians, 
ho were conſulted on this fingulat 


40 event, after inyeſtigating the cauſe of | | 


4e it, adviſed his Highinets to diſpel by 


«< amyfemerits every thing that had the 


<< leaſt connection with it, thus to deſtroy 
the effect by removing the cauſe of the 
4 Wan | Femme ee n. 
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"Gi The attention which this Prince has 22 
ſince paid to the perpetuating of his auguſt 
race, aud the happy ſucceſe with which 

it has heen crowned; whalk it religyes the 
Ottomans from the apprebenſion of want 
A ing Princes, convinces. them of, the per: 
| ry tecovety of a maſter whom ey 
and does honour to the phyſicians of both 
ſexes that have undertaken his cure. 
AA private Boſtaagji, attached to Ab- 
„ dulbamid in his retirements, Was be- 
| „ come bis favourite ſince his accoſſion 
1 to the three, &c- The Vizier Cai- 
„ makan, was his firſt victim, in whoſe 
* place was ſubſtituted the celebrated 
«+ Haſſan. Baſhawi, ſurnamed Koyyoudgs, 
(the maler of wells) of whom I have 
4 frequently ſpoken,: and whole cruelty 
46 ,was. unacquainted with any other me- 
e thods of governing than thoſe A 
4 ſtruction “. 362 Verner ui. ne 
. This, lame Caimankan,. — / 6A 
by the name of Haſſan Ts and the 


ee 4 obs, k 
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afterwards Mouſtapha Raſhaw, 1 ths 
other paſſipes' of the Memoirs where he 
is ſpoken of. This i Wicheut doubt a 
blunder of the Pritter'sj but thag does not 
fave the” Author fror the error Which he 
has commmteed. This Baſhaw® was called 
neither Mouſtapha bor Haſſan. His name 
was Seulefman Bathaw K bioudgi. I ob- 
ſerve ke wiſe in another part a fault of the 
ſame kind. The Author gives the name 

of ner to the Grand Treaſurer; whom this 
fame Kojoudgi Seulefman Baſhaw) raiſed, 
by open force and violence, to the dignity 
of Baſhaw of three tails, which the latter 
abſolutely would not accept. This Grand 
Treaſurer was called Oſman Effendi; his 


of Yenichehir was the place of his birth? 
he has been does (now by che name of 
Oſman Baſhaw. 

He (the Emperor) had juſt appoint- 
«© ed his favourite to the dignity of Surrd 
* Emin. His nomination to this office, the 
« duty of which is to conduct the Pilgrims | 
q to Mecca, and is confidered only as a 

| 8 2 | 6 lycra» 


ſurname was Fenichebirlu, becauſe the town ' 


n urn en s hs 
IPOS UG RENE proved to the 
public at once the decline of his favaur 
4 and the imprudent rapaciouſneſs of the 
< favourites. I waited upon him to de- 
liver the offering which I have men- 
< tioned, and 1 improved the opportu- 
«- nity to examine the different preſents 
„ with which he was going to do homage 
„ at” Mecca. He firſt made me remark 
< the green and gold ſilk ſtuff deſigned to 
4 cover the tomb; hut if its thread be 
«© remarkable for its thickneſs, it is not 
<< leſs ſo that the Republic of Venice has 
6. contraſted the cuſtom of making this 
<<, preſent to the Porte on every freſh em- 
< baſſy. They keep for this purpoſe a 
% loom conſtantly at work; à cuſtom 
«« perhaps. nne too * Aae A 


„ tribute“. 


5 A and publicly . that 
the Surre Emini has never been the con- 
ductor of the Pilgrims to Mecca. This 
is an oſſice that has always belonged. ta 
eee the time nbc 


vol U. Ps» 210. . 
; Ing; | 


ſog, o whom, on account of that, they 
give the title of Emir Hage, or Coma, 


— — Every, year 


there are two Caravans go to Meoca : one 
from Damaſcus, the other from Grand 


Cairo; the firſt is conducted by the R 
Hadje, Baſhaw of Damaſcus ; the other, 


by one of the twenty · four Beis that govern 
Egypt The ;firſt-i is joined at Damaſcus 
by all the Pilgrims, of the North, Eaſt; 
and Weſt parts of the Ottoman empire; 
the ſecond, which ſets, out later, is formed 
at Grand Cairo by the ſtragglers, the other 
Pilgrims from Egypt, the Regeucies of 
Barbary, the Empire of Morocco, and the 
Tartars, for whom it is more commodious 
and leſs expenſive to repair by ſea, from 


Crimea, or the other cantons of Little/Tar-, 
vary, to Conſtantinople, and from thence 


again by ſea, and by the. Nile, to Grand 
Cairo, than to take a long journey by land 
to repair to Damaſcus. The firſt Caravan 
waits for the other - at a certain diſtance 
from Mecca, where they. join, and enter 
e 
bc 11h 4 bs 
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= The'office of the S Emm, or Hhtens 
dant of the Gròùps, 18 to carry to Meer 
the groups of cbmtmodities acruing from 
che gilts of dwers perſons, and at the 
| fate time the two covers which the 


Emperor ſetids, che one to Mecca and the = 


other to Medina, and the offerings which 
he preſents in homage to the Holy places. 
The firſt cover is intended to cover, at 
Mecta, the Bemb Oallab, ot Houſe bf God, 
which is the object of the pilgrimage; and 
ealled more commonly the Xiao, or Cube, 
becauſe its form 5s 4 perfect cube; this 
cover is of black woollen ſtaff, withont 
any ornatent. The 'Sarrs Emm, who 
catries the new one, brings back the old 
one, and remitt it to the Emperor, who 
diſtiibutes morſels of it to the Gratidees 
of the Empire and othet perſons whom he 
chooſes to favour, Theſe ſhreds are held 
in the greateſt velteration; and thoſe, who 
have them, order, that at their death, 
when they are to be carried to the grave; 
their head be covered with them in their 
Coffin; and tate is taken, in effect, to ſpread, 


on the outſide, this precious ſhred tawards 
the 


— 
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ce head, and abour the veil uf rich uf | 
_ which bovers the aaſſin iti the intartnemts 
a ſilł and gala tuft; it isnt cared by 
the Sur Emi to! Mecea, as ſaiſ in the 
Memoirs, but to Medina, where: 45: the 
tomb which it is ta πον]tnrwt. 
It as difficile to renoncile the cents 
of this volume wath the reproac hes Which 
the Author makes the Ottoman Nation 
throughout the whole courts of his work. 
The particulars which this flürd part of 
the Momoirs preſents of all the nudertax- 
ings of Baron de Hoett ; the ſuoceſs oi his 
operations for the conſtruction ab) batteries 
at the Dardanelles, and furtreſſes at the 
mouth of the channel of the Black Sea: 
for the founding oi artillery, andi the con- 
ſtruction of bridges; tha formation of a 
new corps, imended tor the ſervice of held 
pieces for throwing bombs 5 the exerciſe 
and manoguvres of the infantry; the uſe 
of the bayonet ; the eſtabliſhment of a uni- 
puniſhment; and fur the foundation of a 


genius. 
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5 e n n 
timt Baron de Tott found in the Monarch 


⁊ reab deſire to ortet prejudicial” abuſes, 
Aud not to ſpare his treaſures to found uſe· 


tl andi fGalutaryoelfabliſhmeiits;; in the 


Mliniſters, an eagerneſt, feigned or ſincete, 
tio ſecond the good intentions of their Sos. 
vereigu : in the men of the Law, an un- 
expected toleration i: and more readineſs 
than could haue bern ichagined to makt 
the law bend to the neceſſities of the State: 
ſince the Miſti ande the corps of Ulemas, 
had the condeſcenſion. to permit the Muſ- 
Lulinen to offer up publie prayers for the 
ſucreſa of the wofks of a Chriſtian, and 
tliat this Chief of the Lawigave the be- 
nedictiom himſelf to the bayonet, to au- 
-thoriſe its uſe; in the people, in ſine, a 
flexibility and intelligence which ſhould 
malce them be conſidered as ſuſeeptible of 
the exacteſt diſcipline, and of every kind 
of inſtruction: and the moving picture 
which Baron de Tott has given us, at the 
end of this volume, of the taking: leave of 
_ - bis pupils, at the time of his departute for 
4 Waren proves too „ chis na- 


23 tion 


— OP BAROR DETOTT: 


— the maſters who take the bein to 
inſtruct them. 9 7 i ent fx 4 Tor; 44 
After the ee eee hae; 


juſt 'made, Sir, of the brilliant -perfots- 
mances of Baron de Tott, I will not be 
ſo weak. as to mention mine, eſpecially 
to you who know them, and who are 
more capable than any one to value them: 
and if I preſume here to call to your mĩud 


W 


che period of them, it is only to take von 


to witneſs, in Juſtification of the Ottoman 
nation, that, in the ſame circumſtances; 
1 found in them the ſame diſpoſitions, and 
experienced fromm them the ſame ſenti- 
ments. When, immediately after ths 
combat of Teheſm, and at the time when 
the Porte had the greateſt reaſon to fear 
leſt the Ruſſians ſhould attack Smyrna, 
if not to make themſelves maſters of that 
important place of trade, which they 
could not have retained, at leaſt to plun- 
der it, or raiſe an enormous contribution: 
when, 1 ſay, the Count of - Saint Prieſt, 
the French Ambaſſador at Conſtantinople; 
thought fit, at the requeſt of the Qttoman 
. to charge me with a commiſſicn 
3 7 of” 


dire — => 


of Si dy and ſend me a power 
from the Grand Seignior, ordering the 
officers of the Government of Smyrna to 
follow my advice in every thing, and to 
do their utmoſt to put in execution the 
plans I ſhould give them, with a deſign 
to put the town out of danger from an 
attack ; when, at length, with the aſſiſ- 


tance of an Italian officer, called Count 


| Morelli, and of Mr. David, maſter buil- 
deer to the French nation, I executed in 
miniature at Smyrna for the defence of 
the town, pretty near the fame things 
as Baron de Tott did in great, at the 
Dardanelles and Conſtantinople, for the 

preſervation of the Empire; 1 found all 
the Chiefs equally earneſt to concur with 

the views of the Miniſter; and with- 
out letting me ſee the ſenſations which 
they might have experienced at the arri- 
val of an order that was not the moſt 


flattering for them, they furniſhed me 


with all the men and materials that I 
wanted for the works which I was intruſted 
with : repaired where ever I thought their 
preſence neceſſary; and, in ſhort, ſecond- 
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ed with the beſt grace poſſible all my ope+ 


rations.” When the object of my commiſ- 


ſion was finiſhed, all the orders of the 

town, aſſembled at the Mollah's, drew 
up, and ſent to the Porte, an lam, or 
verbal proceſs, in which, in giving an ac- 
count of what had been done there, they 
ſpoke in the moſt advantageous terms of 

the zeal I had ſhewyn on this occaſion, and 


the ſervices I had rendered. The Mollan 


was fo polite, when he ſent to thank me 
in the name of the town, as to femit me 
a copy of this verbal proceſs,” which I 


addrefled to the Count of Saint Prieſt, to 


prove to that Miniſter I had executed his 


and the wi ns to 8 n 3 


faction. SI ax} 

Now, Sir we are e at the fourth 
and laſt part of the Memoirs, which'con- 
tains the relation of the viſit which Baron 


de Tott made the Ports of the Levant, 


in the French frigate the Atalanta, in qua- 
lity of Inſpector of the Commerce. One 
could wiſh, that, without diſcovering the 
myſteries of his inſpection, he had, in 
this 5 velumez let fall on this important 

„;᷑ -A 


. conſt all 


4. — 5 
part of his miſſion, nnn 

ig rays ; but unfottunately he has alaſt 
always cohecaled the Inſpector oſ the 
Commerce behind the Traveller; and the 


remarke, and luminons conjectures of the 
trateller, on the geography, topography, 


intereſting and ſatis factory th the learned 
and curious, the more. the ſilence of the 
Inſpector is afflicting to Stateſmen und : 
Merchants. I ſhall follow Baron de Fott 
in this voyage ri” ai map! obiſaruas | 
N tions. n ban ini meds o 2 
The ee the ſouth ſide are 
* ſo near the ſea, as to render this iſland 
¶ Candia) almoſt inacceſfible towards the 
10 Mediterranean, which gives the north 


„which à bad ſail can be ſuſceptible” of; 
and the inhabitants are indebted to the 
& beauty of the climate- alone fbr thoſe 
rich productions, which they exchange 
for corn, that they want. Oils are 
„their Principal Min es, ne 
Ky 6 an 


more the ingenious obfervations; judicious 


" natural hiſtory, antiquity," and hiſtory f 
the various countries he has over-run, are 


the advantage of culture 


10. an Wann * foap their! chief 
t rana of andbſton #777 + {00 2 
| Candia does. nut want corn 3: the plains 

of Mefare, and: ſeveral other: cantons of 
that kingdom, bring it forth in ubun- 
dance, and tha annual Erdp awotddiBe fuf- 
ficient to nouriſh the inhabitants. But. 
as the vorn of / Meflara is of an unparals 

lelled beauty, the Agas ſell à great deal 


of it abroad and European veſſels, and 


Turkiſh and Greek boats, come and make, 
in a contraband manner; flumerous lad- 
ings of it, at Terngeina and Mirabelle, 
tranſport thas. commodity to France, Ita? 
ly, Conſtantinople, Alerandria, Bengazes 
Derne, Tripoli, and even Tunis4 guhicli 
cauſes Candia to be ſometimes obliged to 
| have imaducle tolthae Morea for ſubſiſtence. 
Oil and ſoap are, tis true, the tuo prin- 
cipal branches of commerce of:this/king- 


ot important articles ; fk, very, ſine: 
wax; honey, 2 quantity ef cotton ſuffi- 
cient for the conſumption of the cquntry, 4 
Vel U. N. 240 _ 
I Fingdom 


dom z but it produces beſideh au infinity 


g 


Fingdom and carried to Turkey, Egypt; 
tze coaſt of Barbarx, Ataly, ad Pros 
vente z black raifins:dried, and charriubs, 
af which) Egypt makes the pincipal con- 
N  furnþtion. Ent tt 4430. e9932012, 1251/7, 
_ -11# aMobhamed' Bei attacked his maſter 
Au ben, and was (ſucceſsful 1 and, 

_ 4: with leſs enlightened views than he, 
„he fle to annihilate the Chet Tahar, 
in order to re-unite Syria to Egypt * , 
dem bas 5mo gained. davjh) bas ide 3”, 

the Che Taber the famous II 5 
| Naſhaw, now Admiral of Purkey, a lit- 
- tle: time after the /peace of Kainardjik 
| having been ſent with patt of kbe Otto- 
brought to Conſtantinople his head and 


nn en en en e bag 0. 


. 


: 
4 


744 On my return to the frigate, / ſhe ſet 
erte day. Dakar, Baſhaw. of Sidon, 
was chen there; he ſent a very preſ- 
Ms) ſing invitation to me, on landing, to 

** came and ſee him, but I Was very für 
„„ N 
ringed | - 55 us * from 
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1 from having any ſuch intention; - The 
and the oppreſſions which made him 
« dreaded, inſpired tie only with ie 
« defire of mortifying him. 
„ anſwered him, that as we were = 
% both travellert, it was not worth while 
«< ' to becom acquainted. The officer did 
4 2 me from paying a. viſit to his 
Maſter at his place of reſidence: but 
«© the Baſhaw felt all the bitterneſs; of 
it; and the word traveller,” the literal 
<« ſenſe of which could not apply to him 
“ in his Government, was taken by him 
« as ] intended it, —in its figurative ſenſe 


of death, as applied by the Turks, »; A_- 


This menace unfortunately is not rea- 
lized. Baron de Tott went to Syria in 


1776. Nine years have ſince paſſed away, 
notwithſtanding which Dgézar Baſhawy is 


ſtill living, and ſtill "occupies the ſame 


Goveratnent to the grief of the unfortu- k 
nate inhabitants. of Syria, againſt whom 
he exerciſes the moſt horrible 2 1 88 | 


* Vol. I. p. 318. * B 
* N | ” ut 


N þ 't 


_ rn ON 1 t 

r But a few catgoes of tobacco of of 
<<, urn, belonging to the merchants of 

don, are the only objects that Sour 
(the ancient Tyre) can offer it, and 


„ which it joins to the thread that tho 


6:anhabitants of the country bring to the 
market, and the purchaſe of which is 

E exeluſively reſerved for the French 

One of the French Merchants ſettled 
at Sidon, preſides aver the public mat- 

„ ket. The Janiflaries attached to the 
ferviee of that nation have the care of 
it the police; out brokers fix the price of 
the thread, the people of the country 
are not allowed to buy it, and, conſe - 
. quently, much leſs — — 
nopoly can de more manifeſt T. 

The author, in ſpeaking of the 25 
leges which the French nation enjoys at 
Sidon, ſhould not, in my opinion, have 
omitted an intereſting particularity z which 
is, that the French Conſul at this Port, 


the Conſul-general of Smyrna, had for- 


merly the 'privilege of being Emir Hadje 
cf the Chriſtians, chat is, Commander of 


* Vol. II. p. 324. 1 Ib. in a note. 


the 


| yep 1 DF 24 3 3 „ ov pag tis: 


che Pilgrimage to Jeruſalem - All the 
Pilgrims of the three rites; Greek, Ar? 
menian, and Latin, both ſubjects of the 
Grand Seignior and foreigners, joitied and 
formed à Caravau, which the Conſul 
conducted to the Holy places. The Pil- 
grims paid a certain ſum to the Conſul 
Emir Hadje, who, with this title, had 
like the Baſhaws of three tails, Chatirs, 
or footmen; Who are dreſſed in a long 
ſcarlet veſt; or Delama, the ſkirts. of which 
being turned back, diſtover à large bor- 
der of a yellow ſatim in feſtoons, which 
they have inſide; over this veſt they wear 
a very large ſilver girdle, to which hangs 
a poniard, the handle and ſheath of which 
are of the ſame metal, and they march iu 
yellow morocco leather boots before: the 
Baſhaw's horſe. Long after the French 
Conſul-Generals in Syria had ceaſed: to 
be conductors of the Chriſtian Caravan, 
ſome of them ſtill retained the Chatirs: 
but their ſueceſſors grew tired of ſuſtain- 
ing a ſteril and burdenſome privilege, 
and would no longer have ſervants of that 
kind, whoſe ſervice was as uſeleſs to them 
„ | as - 


us 4 1 · b ON THE; 


5 — ESE OI 
nat the Turks that-bave reyoked the: pri 
vilege granted to the French Conſuls, uf 


being Emir Hadi of tho Jeruſalem Cara · 


Mes bh, van, nor the Conſuls that have let it be 


S. 
$35 +274 
- 


loſt; but the Pilgtims have inſenſiblx 
| ceaſed of themſelves ta form a general ca- 
ravan, whichmwas'aſubjedion and increaſe 
of expence- for them; they have preferred 
going alone, or in ſmall troops, which ha- 
ving leſs train and making leſs ſhow, ex-: 
poſes them leſs to the rapaeity of the 
| biens 20 2 nee 1 ex · 


266%. had . ae baking 
% a Druſe of the mountain preſented mg 
Had complaint agaiuſt a F rench merchant 
„His debtor, againſt whom I had already 
% received ſeveral complaints of a ſimilac 
„ nature. Whilſt the neceſſaty orders 
„ were expediting for tha verification and 
“ diſcharge of the debt, IL was glad of che 
opportunity of converſing with a man 
% who had ſtruck me by the noble man- 
+ lineſs with which he had come to de- 

+ mand juſtice; and this interval gave 


[ 


F þ me «© 
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« the time to get a few particulars from 


« him refpeQing the manners and - cuf«: 
% toms of the Druſes, which I ſhall ſub- 


* jνẽ — r ideas on _ _ | 
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makes Baron de Tott enter into converſa- 
tion with a Druſe, to obtam from him, 
whilſt the letters were preparing, ſomo 
haſty lights on that nation, was ignorant 
without doubt that this Inſpector had with 
him, in quality of Druggerman of the in- 


ſpection, Mr. Venture de Paradis, a learned 
Interpteter of His Moſt Chriſtian Mas - 
jeſty's, who, after having ſtudied the 
Druſes a long time, and being: employed 


amouig them for ſeveral years, 78 come to 


a catechiſm of their religion; and write: a 


ſummary of their hiſtory;-which he has al- 


ready, or is forthwith to publiſh. This is, 


Tott 
on the manners and cuſtoms of the Druſes, 


# Vol IT, p. 3% 
= 


without doubt, the man whom Baron de 
ſhoutd have examined in preference, 
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and whom he would have conſulted more 


at his eaſe, and with more benefit. 
A particylarity has eſcaped the Author 
in his phyſical remarks. on the town of 
Aleppo; he ſays nothing of the malady to 
which all the native inhabitants, and even 
ſtrangers who reſide there for ſome years, 
are ſubject. This malady is a large button 
or furuncle, which comes once only in 
ſome part of the body; it is neither painful 
nor dangerous; its eruption is announced 
by a feder of twenty-four hours. Parti- 
cular care muſt be taken not to irritate it 
with remedies, ſtill more to drive it back; 
the ſuppyration which inſenſihly forms 
there, is a ſort of ſpontaneous diſcharge, 
that purges the body of a number of bad 
humours, and contributes to the preſer- 
vation of health. This button, which 
laſts a year, has abſolutely nothing grie- 
vous but the diſagreeahle cicatrice that it 
| ſometimes leaves, when it happens to 
break out in the face: a thing whieh it 
is equally 3 AD to foreſee or Per 


yent*, 


+ Vo U. p: 345 apd 263: 


« Theſ 
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1 Theſe people (the Turcomans) who, 
* in the winter, inhabit the center of 
« Aſia, and who, durivg the ſummer, 
* come even as far as Syria, to paſture . 
“ their flocks, with their arms and bag- . 
5. gage, are thqught to be Nomades or 
„ Wandering Tribes, but are, in fact, na 
% more ſo than the Spaniſh Shepherds, 
b who follow their ſheep during eight 
months of the year, throughout all the 
* mountains of Andaluſia; with this dif- 
<< ference, that they are collected in mpre 
«+ numerous bodies, that they may drive 
off any perſons who-may chgoſe to diſ- 
te pute with them their paſturage, They 
% never begin any attack, nor do they go 
1 to war without provocation “.“ 
The Author, in his ſecond volume, ling 
already. refuſed the Nogais Tartars the 
quality of Nomades or Wanderers; he 
refuſes it in this to the Turcomans, Who 
have nearly the ſame manners and the 
ſame way of life. I do not know what 
bun he has for not Ala *. 


| 2.90, p gh end 99%, 1 
ting 


1 | 


| wletefs is more 


3 two e be called Nomades 
or Wanderers. Le Dictionnaire de l'Aca- 
demie (the Dictionary of the French Acas- 
demy) which is certainly that to which 
we ſhould refer for the divers acceptations 
of the words of our language (ebe French) 
expreſſes itſelf in theſe terms. Nomads 
trum, celui pu m point A habiiation fixt! 
(Nation Nomade, Peuple Nomude.) It adds 
moreover, ler Tartares font des Peuples Noa 
mauer. (The Tartars are wandering peo- 
ple.) In effect, there are no people to whom 
the denomination of Nomades or Wan 
applicable than to the No- 
gais Tartars, and the Turcomans. They 
have neither towns nor villages; they en- 
camp continuallv. ſow their corn, and 
paſtors their cattle and flocks, ſometimes 
in one eanton, ſometimes in another. 
The Tureomans, like the Nogais, form 
different hordes, governed by their Chiefs, 
or Princes, whe Have, as among the No- 
guis, the title of Beis, and in whom'the 
ecbmmand of the Herde is hereditary. 
Theſe two people are both very hoſpitable 
and friendly to ſtrangers. lu my journey 
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to Magneſia,: Thyatira, and Sardis, which 
I have already giyen the Public a relatiou 
of, iu 1765, 1 was. exceſſively well 2+ 
ceived by the Horde of, Djura Bei, which 


encamped habitually in the plains of Sar · 
dis, and Alabcherr, — 4 ancient Philadel- 
Phia. Djura Bei had been beheaded ſome 
years before, by order af the Porte, for 
rehellion; I met at Jaiakeni, at the. cer 
lebrated Cara Oſman Oglou's, Ali Bei, 
his {on and ſucœeſſor, who, having learned 
that I had paſſed h Sardis, expreſſod to me 
how. forty he was at not being at his 
camp to receive me, and gave me a letter 
to his mother, whom I waited. on tlie 
next day with this recommendation I 
found an ald woman of a noble and im- 
poſing figure, who loaded me with civility, = 
gave me a dinner and a ſupper, the {capti- 
neſs of which ſeemed dictated by ſome of 
the ancient Patriarchs; had a tent pre- 
pared. for, me at night, in Which I found 
a very good bed; and the next day, When 
1 took leave of her, forced me to aecept 
three fine carpets, which ſhe ſent very 
early 


— 


5 og be 
early in the morning, rolled up in 
bale, to my tent. The Turcomans are; 
like the Nogais, naturally warlike and 
courageous, and, whatever the Memoirs 
may ſay, attack, and defend themſelves 
with equal valour, and certainly are very 
fond of going to war, even without being 
provoked to it; for in the laſt war againſt 
the RuſBans,” « numerous Bairak of theſe 
Turcomans, whom I have juſt ſpoken of, 
left the plains of Sardis, under the com- 
mand of their Chief, Ali Bei, to join, be- 
vyond the Danube, the Ottoman army, aud 
behaved very well. ä 
We ſlept the ame night at Mahanout 


40 Khan, a ſort of caſtle at the entrance of 


« 'the narrow paſſes of the Beilan. Theſe 
6 mountains, which we croſſed, the next 
« day, are inhabited by the Curdes“.“ 
The Curdes are a warlike, plundering 
thieving people, reputed Mahometants, 
but living almoſt without religion, in the 
mountains of Caramania. They are ſo 
deſpiſed by the Ottomans, that they com- 


* Vol. II. p. 352. 


pare 
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pare them to the Gypſies ; and their name 
is become a proverb. When the Turks 
ſpeak of two fellows that are not much bet- 
ter one than the other, they fay commonly 
Tehing hene tchlar Curd oinar. That is, It 
is the Gypſey plays the fiddle, and the 
Curde dances. 10 
' «© ] ſhall paſs over an account of the 
„ manners of the inhabitants of Rhodes, 
«© and every thing elſe remarkable in this 
& iſland. | Theſe particulars have been 
“ deſcribed by the Count of Choiſeul 
« Gouffier ; and his travels comprehend 
ing every part of Greece which remained 
« for me to viſit, I ſhall confine myſelf 
* to an inquiry into the Turkiſh Go- 
„ vernment without the capital, &c.“ 
Baron de Tott could not do better than 
refer, for every thing that concerns the 
Greeks, both ancient and modern, to the 
immortal work of the Count of Choiſeul ;' 
a work equally precious for the intereſt 
of the ſubject, the beauty of the ſtyle, the 
depth of the erudition, the verity of the 
defi igus, the perfection of the engravings, 
* Vol. II. p. 352. 
X 


the 
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the rich and elegant compoſition of the 
borders; a work made to honour France 
and the age, and teach the Great the uſe 
they ought to apply their riches 110 their 
talents to. | 

„% The bad Gini together In the 
% buſineſs of my inſpection, determined 
* me to paſs the winter at Smyrna, and 

« we ſet ſail accordingly from Rhodes, 
„ coaſting along Aſia “.“ 

„ It is on this coaſt that the fineſt 
4 ſponges are fiſhed up.“ 

It is the inhabitants, both male and fe- 
male, of the little iſle of Sime, now Simio, 
that carry on this fiſhery. This iſland, ſitu- 
ated to the north weſt of Rhodes, towards 
the entrance of the Gulph of Macri, is 
inhabited by the moſt expert divers known 
in the world. The young men and maids, 
among theſe iflanders,. cannot marry till 
they have caught a certain number of 
thouſands of ſponges. Theſe divers have 
the faculty of continuing more than an 
hour under water without. taking breath, 


* Vol. II. p. 363. + Ibid. in a note. 
4 Anato- 
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Anatomiſts aflure, that this prodigy is ope- 
rated by the care that is taken to preſerve 
in children the opening of the oval hole, 
by which the lungs receive their motion 
in the fetus, and that ſhuts after the birth. 
This is a ſubject that I am not a compe- 
tent judge of, and which I will by no 
means enter into a diſcuſſion of. What 
the Count of Choiſeul Gouffier has ſaid of 
the inhabitants of Sm, may be ſeen in 
his Voyage Pittoreſque de la Grece, Chap. 
VII. 4,17 

„The wealth of ſeveral individuals at 
„Smyrna, maintains a ſyſtem of indepen- 
& dence in its environs, which is increa- 
£ ſing its progreſs every day. . . . It may 
«© be farther remarked, that the efforts 
% made by the Porte a few years ſince, 
to deſtroy one of the Agas, have only 
«© proved the weakneſs of the Deſpot, 
* without frighting the others. They even 
*© took a pride in ſeeing the Captain Baſhaw 
„ commiſſioned to go there in perſon to 
+ inveſt the houſe of their companion: 


* and the cruelties exerciſed by this great 
X 2 „ Admi⸗- 
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6 Admiral, after his victory, on de. 
“ fenceleſs people, whom he maſſacred 
* without mercy, has only. prepared the 
e way for a more obſtinate reſiſtance in 
future“. 

It is onee more veceflary to defend Hal 
ſan Baſhaw againſt this unjuſt . accuſation 
of cruelty. The Aga alluded to in this 
paſſage, was Aivas Aga, Commander of 
the little diſtrict of Bourounabad, near 
Smyrna. This man, by uniting by little 
and little ſeveral Timars, was become re- 
doubtable ; he had been guilty of a number 
of iniquities, and particularly irritated the 
Porte by a multitude of very heavy grie- 
vances, He had had the prefumption to 
come with his troops to Smyrna, to ſurprize 
and block up Cara Oſman Oglou in his 
palace, whom the Emperor had appoint- 
ed Governor of that town, in order to eſta- 
bliſh good order there after the rebellion 
of 1770, which J have already mentioned; 
forced him to come out by capitulation, 
and committed the moſt horrid di ſorders. 


* Vol. II. p. 366. 
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He had taken upon him to come with 
open force to carry off from Smyrna caſ- 
tle, a woman whom he had purſued, who 
had taken ſhelter there, and whom he 
put to death a few days after. He had 
carried his temerity fo far as to inſult in 
the moſt violent manner the Koul Kiaiaſ, 
a General Officer of the corps of Janiſ- 
faries, whom the Porte had ſent to Smyr- 
na, to diſcover and puniſh the perſons 
| who had been concerned in the rebellion. 
Irritated at my acquaintance with the 
Koul Kiaiaſſi, and my long and hereditary 
intimacy with Cara Oſman Oglou, which 
his place, mine, and cireumſtances, oblig- 
ed me to keep up, he had me attacked in 
my houſe; and muſkets were fired ; Sir 
— de Porcellet, and Mr. de Barention, 
two Officers of the Navy, who had done 
me the honour of dining with me that 
day, were like to have been killed at my 
window; a ball; which traverſed my 
court, '' paſſed fortunately between Mr. 
Fonton and his fon, who-were walking 
there. The ſevere complaints which the 
Count of Saint Prieſt thought fit to make 


to 


to the Porte on this occaſion, joineſl to fo 
many antecedent grievances, contributed 
to determine the Emperor to. ſend the 
Captain Baſhaw to put an end to this 
rebel. This great Admiral, in one of his 
cruiſes with the Ottoman fleet, came to 
Smyrna for that purpoſe. He ſent orders 
to Cara Oſman Oglou, who was at his 
country houſe, to bring troops to aſſiſt 
him ; - with this ſuccour, and ſome cho- 
ſen men that he had drawn from his 
veſſels, he marched againſt Aivas , Aga, 
who let himſelf be ſurpriſed, and had 
only time to eſcape alone, and hidg him- 
ſelf in a valley, where he was ſoon diſ- 
covered and taken; he was brought to 
the Baſhaw, who had him beheaded, as 
likewiſe his Kzaiag the accomplice of all 
his crimes. - This Admiral committed no 
cruelty, maſſacred no one, and only, put 
in execution the ſovereign authority with 
which he was intruſted, for the. juſt pu- 
niſhment of a criminal, that had me- 
rited death by a thouſand accumulated 45 


fences. 
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On leaving Smyrna, we ſet fail for 
% Napoli di Romania; this town, ſituated 
te at the bottom of the gulf that bears its 
„% name, and which, with that of Le- 
« panto, forms the peninſula of the Mo- 
„ rea, was at that time the reſidence of 
«© the Baſhaw who' governs that part of 
„% European Turkey *.“ 

I obſerve in this paſſage a geographical 
error. It is not the gulf of Napoli di; Ro- 
mania that forms the peninſula of the 
Morea. It is that of Engia, anciently 
called Saronicus Sinus, and that of Le- 
panto, which, by their confinity, form 
the iſthmus of Corinth, and make of the 
Morea a peninſula. The gulf of Napoli 
di Romania is much more ſouth than that 
of Engia, and is, with reſpect to the 
latter, in tHe direction of ſouth weſt. © 

I ſhall terminate my letter by an ob- 
ſervation . relative to' Lady Montague. 
Will the Reader pardon the attempts of 
Baron de Tott, to injure the memory of 
an illuſtrious female, whoſe account of 
the Turks contains a great many things 


* vol. II. p. 37a. 
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that are exactly true, acutely and aceu- 
rately obſerved, and expreſſed with thoſe 
graces and fine ſenſibility, that charac- 
terizes the: ſex of which ſhe augmented 
the glory, and which will fully atone for 


the trifſing and inconfiderable errors into 
which ſhe may have ſometimes fallen. 


I have fulfilled; Sir, the taſk you have 
impoſed. on me. But, notwithſtanding 
che errors I have been obliged to point 
out in this book, I muſt acknowledge, 
that I have read it over again and again, 
with the greateſt pleaſure, as it is a very 
entertaining work, and contains a great 
number of intereſting things in divers 
genders. I would not have had Baron de 
Tott ſo ſoon deſpair of the Turks. What- 
ever may be ſaid of their preſent ſtate, 
and of the preſent generation; there are 


feveral circumſtances which he could not 


be ignorant of, that announce greater and 
better things for the generation that is to 
come. He is young enough yet to ſee 
perhaps the Ottoman nation diſpe] the 
clouds which may have obſcured its glory, 
As to the Memoirs, I ſtill perſiſt in think- 


ing 
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ing that he did not publiſh them, in their 


preſent form, becauſe there are faults in 


them that cau never be his. 

We muſt, therefore, expect without 
doubt to ſee another edition appear, more 
ample and more exact. If, however, Ba- 


ron de Tott acknowledge them for 


given the Author, nor the critical obler- 


as they have been publiſhed, I. ſhall * 


ther retract the juſt encomiucis 1 have 
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